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EXTRACTS 



FROM A 



fOUBNAL OF TRAVELS 

llf 

NORTH AMERICA, 

60XSTSTIN6 OF AN ACCOUNT OF 

BOSTON AND ITS VICINITY. 

Br ALI B^Y, &c. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT. 



The fifth purt of the tpoil that you shall gain <Vom your enemies, apvec^ 
tainech to God, the PruplMst, his parents, orphans, the poor, and to pilirnms 
that are in want ;— observe what is above onlained if ye believe iu Gt>d,in 
what we have inspirrd into our servant, and in the day wherein the distine- 
tira «f good and bad was known. EL ROUR-AN. 



BOSTON : 

PRINTED BY THOMAS BADGER. JUN. 



1818. 
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Yieinity. Ily 



kAmeriou eontittiiiff 
AUBey,&e, Truialaced from tbe Orifioal IfuiUferipc.' 

ttiiKeAf* CMl,tk^fr^hSjd9 parmt*, i^ktmt, Ue pHrTmid to ^^ns 



that are Hi want i ob urv ewhaiu above ordained if "ye ieUeve in'^^odf in 
•wkatwe have inipired into our oervaui,and in the day wherein the dtetine- 
tion tfgood andbadwat known. EL KOUM-AK, 

' - la •aafyeoAjta tlieAet oTtbe Coagwitof tte United Stttet, entitled, 
«*An Am fcr t|ie Eneonngement of LearaiiMr, 1^ fecnrinr the eopief of 
llaM. Charts and Boaki,ta the Anthon Mir EMuktuft «f «iuh Copiei, 
dwiaff the timet therein OMntianed raad ano m aalKtentitle^uAn Aet 
•npplementanr to ah Aet, entitled. An Act fer thdEneonraeemeat orLearning^ 
hfieearinir the Copies of Mape, Charts and Books, to the Aothon and Pio< 
prietors ofsoeh Copies dimng the times thevein men ti oned ; and extendioK 
fhe heneAts thereofto the Acts of OesigftinK, ■nfmring and Etching Hif 
torical and other Prints.** 

JVO. W. DAVIS, 
€lerk of the Dietriet ^MatHKhumtte, 
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TKANSLAT<yB*S 

ADVERTISEMENT. 



THte "irnmsla'tor congtatulates tlie paWic upoa 
the Sirrivad aniong us of the distiagQu^ed frayelt^r 
whote Journal he here presents, done into English. 
The portrait of our conatry hsis never yet been 
correctly takeh by any of the crowd of foreigners that 
h3iVt attempted it. The contemptible caricatures 
di'ati^'n by British tourists served the purpose for 
Whicli they were designed — of deceiving the English 
people. They have served another purpose which 
was not intended. They have gone far toward des- 
troying the authority of British writers in general, and 
of British travellers m particular. They have be- 
trayed a deep toot^A national grudge, which although 
an •JftdirecA tribute to our country, has been met, it 
must be tdriftsise^, by somewbat fiercer feelings cto 
this Bide bf the Atlantic. 
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French trarellers hare drawn more flattering, but 
scarcely better, likenesses. In short a faithful view 
of our country and oursehei by an impartial hand hat 
long been a desideratum. Such an one we have 
reason to expect from the author before us — coming 
from a country not politically connected with ours — 
haying no rival interests to serve — no national antipathy 
to gratify — ^we might (one would suppose) receive his 
representations with considerable confidence. A work 
•f this description must be an invaluable bequest io a 
nation, incapable as it always is of seeing itself except 
by reflected light. 

' National vanity is more respected than that of indi- 
viduals because of its affinity to sentiments of patriot- 
ism. It is also of more universal growth. The Dej - 
of Algiers excites his soldiers to battle by the recol- 
lections of their ancestors and the glory of their nation 
and name. And the Spaniard finds in the character of 
his country topics of proud complacency. But if this 
vanity is the parent of great exploits, it is also the 
source of national peculiarities. To present these 
peculiarities in true colours, in the perspective of the 
manners and character of a people — with a view to 
qualify rather than extinguish that national feeling — is 
the office of the traveller. 

In making the following extracts, the Translator has 
been guided as much by the practical nature of the 
iifformation they contain as by their comparative value. 
He deems it proper to observe that he has nothing to 
do with the statements or speculations of the author. 
Althotigh he places the mirror before the town, he 
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does not hold himself responsible for the correctness 
of ito reflection. 

It remains to say a word as to the authetuiciiy of this 
woric. Upon thb point the Translator will barely state, 
that the manner in which the manuscript came to his 
hands leaves no doubt on his mind respecting its au- 
thenticity. 

But after he was convinced that the Journal was 
authentic, he was not without scruples touehiog the 
propriety of making it public. Be considered it unfair 
to snatch from a man the fruit of much labor, time and 
hazard. Besides the work appeared, from internal 
marics, not to have been intended for a Christian public. 
These saruples were only overcome by the considera- 
tion of the manner-^not very creditable — in which our 
traveller came to this country, and his covert project 
thus happily detected. 

Still, however, the Translator disclaims all pecu- 
niary motive : — and he hereby advertizes Siguier Ali 
Bey or Mons. Desaleurs, or by whatever other name 
lie may now be pleased to be known, that all the 
ftfofits of this publicatioD, after the necessary charges 
are defrayed, shall be ^y paid over to his order. 

Janvary^y 1818. 
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JOURNAL . 
ALl BEY, §-c 



CHAP. I. 

The Authors Introduction — His arrival-^The Exchange 
Coffee'House — Boston. 

8 March, I8I7. Praise be to God most 
gtB^^ the Lord of the worlds, the most mer- 
eifal, the most gracioos, King of the day of 
jadgmeiit! Welfare and peace be to thee, 
O Mcrnhhammed, Prophet of God ! — hev^ 
am I,. AH Bey ibn Othmaa Bey el Abassi, 
•n the shores of this occidental hemisphere. 
Having visited the principal cities of Africa, 
Asia and Europe, living performed my piU 
gjrimageio the holy city, I resolved, in pur- 
suit of the great project of my heart, to ex* 
{tore this New World* * 
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I arrived bere yesterday mornings after a 
short but boisterous passi^. We got into 
the outer harbor the evening before^ but our 
captain thought it prudent not to come up^ 
to the town till the next day. Yesterday 
morning the sun rising clear presented the 
city in full view before us^ witib its glittering 
domes and spires and vanes and windows. 
We got early under weighs and the wind 
being fair we found ^^s^lvep at once along- 
side of the wharf; passing in our way a 
multitude of little islands on some of which 
are forts and military works^ and a pharos^ 
of which I shall give a more minute account 
hereafter. 

This continent jpresents nothing remark- 
ilie to ihe view^ «f the ap^oii^itig nwU 
gatw. The ^^oun^ as >we 4rtw Qe» ap* 
peared barren imd inhospltijble^ ^m account^ 
probably^ of 4he seascm ; tofr the irei^ ef 
winter on these cold i»bores 4s «ot yet «i(i- 
gorted. I noticed wUh my glsjss^ patches ^ 
bladings skirting (he CMst on eilheir side 
of the dity. 

By the ad^^ce ei ^ fi^ew ^ssenger^ 
native ^ttfis dty^ I liave 4aken lelt^iigs itt 
the Exchange CAolfee4lhmft^«Pjparen%4he 
principal hotel of the dty— 4ift fat tit 4eas^, 
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«9 relates to built. It is i^ t«ge ill oon- 
st|-acted edifice six stones i» h«^t.w4» 
basement. Its numerous aptrtmeai^ , vf Uh 
their various business, give.it tlw ap§earwic« 
of a snail city. In the centre of this build- 
log is an octagonal area,t over which ^ 
thrown a dome, whose glass pannels «Rry« 
as a sky -light. Around this area, are cot- 
ridors at each story s^ported by twepty 
pillar*. Thc^^astertt ficoot 48 adwine* with 
six Ionic pilasters of marble. This hsiW- 
iog was evidently designed as a public 
ornament ; and yet it is placed at a distance 
from any principal street and embosomed 
in other buildings. Its ill planned, dajk, 
and inconvenient rooms make one regret 
that so ^eat expense and labor had not been 
better diret^ed. 

Having devoted the early part of to-day to 
domestic arrangements, I sallied out about 
noon to take a view of the town. As it is 
ray maxim to assimilato myself as much as 
possible to the people am<Mig whom I travel, 
to esci^e nc^ce, I had assumed the Eqro- 
pean c»«tume before sailing from Cadiz ; 
And int^ding to pass as a native of Fisince 
on this side of the Atlantic, I bespoke pas- 
•a^e for Mont. Desaleurs, by which »»i»« 
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IB^ ^^tVtMii kvi £^cted 4o add^^<^ me. 
It^twitlti^tidkig ClKsilto ^i^e^«tiQ«i9> I tyb- 
sr^i^ed ftU&t I ^tfacted notice as I |>as«di 
«p^Ke iHt^^^tmd fbe hniried paced citizens 
tolled about npbn me, as &ey t^ush^d 
Hotkgf to take a second view. It is itnpos- 
"fAlAt i "beM^fe for fittrangiers in any city to 
'^oBtffeM ^fhe** 'character from the ^radtiscd 
^Ifttic^ df the cit> let hfim a^s^ttie ndVet iib 
^nueh nottcbahmce or *pt&s9 neirer so rapidly. 

^h£B ^Uy is iM-egdliMy Imat. Tbel^uil^. 
ings tir« flidstly <»f 1>l^ick^ a^ «bre^ islr fottr 
itmieB \A^. The i^ireiets al^ ^6neMly it* 
re^la^'and^Miny of ^etb nattoiv ttnA S^tt^. 
I «^erved ^sotne boweveir iMffieientty ^i!^ 
and tlemly, atA Hi^ with spesoiouis waHBi 
for fotft people. l%is cit^ i^eems t6 <fotislst 
of nothing but shops, at wl^ose wihdo'^s 
inftutterable softs of waires ttl^e exhibited 
Wi^ a good deai of effeot. On the wei^ sid^ 
et the town is all ex(en$riv^ ^6penii% <Ar 
^iiiit%9 enclosed dn tte*^ irides by biiiMiKi^ 
and on tife imt^ by i^ater. This viust be 
t^ty beiAuiiftii wfa^n the sc^aton Is ffi^ aftd 
this firees 4iad ^||Wi«d coveted witft ¥erdli¥e. 
I «h&^ take fsic^^kiii «o «ieiition thfa ngtim* 

BeHGftdfi ito IbiiiU iem a Hi^ifgtf e of ^klvd iilili«M; 
««ttm>aild^t b^ wMm. It il «isdid[a«e4 ^ 
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contaiii about 40^000 inhabitants. Its stredi 
of course do not show that bustle and stir 
which is to be seen in European cities of 
the first or second magnitude. It appears 
to be in a very fiouriaking condition — ^at 
lei^t. so I infer from the extensive improve-^ 
lat^nts DOW- if^ pino^ess or recently finish^. 
This however may be a fallacious apfiear- 
a^cp. Gpmpierqe is the life of thi^ place ;^ 
tjtijitcpmme^cp hisre as. elsewhere is stiU lin- 
gering wi4i il^e wounds 4receive4,ia th/e Ifite 
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•ii8*tt([^(n'nian€ei-i^fcf* elicot^^'-^HMrtXigib^ dispute - 
-ttitA^do«A»*y.v.'i';"'i ;; ..,1 ./:: t --; / ^ ,j.i '^ f 

Onjb pi the roqms in my hqlelis devoted^' 
entirety to /-^jiewWjj^ a^ called by a slight 
metaphor/ '^i^eVearffrzg room? ThisYoom 
is filled with high tables and desks on which 
are laid the newspapers and public journals 
of this country and Europe as they are pub- 
lished and received. 

It was in this room that I first met a gen- 
tleman whose humanity and intelligence I 
shall often have occasion to mention and 
will never be forgotten by me. As I was 
reading a Paris paper near the file on which 
he was looking, he addressed me in French 
with some every day observation. I replied 
in the same language. £:tch being com- 
municative we gradually brought on a con- 
versation of considerable length. I invited 
him to my rooms and to dine with me. 

How delightful a thing it is to a stranger 
to find a person thus accessible and habitu- 
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ally exercising the offices of humanity to- 
ward all of his species^ without waiting for 
the cold formality of an introduction. He 
that never sojourned in, a strange place 
cunnot know this pleasure. This gentle- 
man took lodgings^.! found;^ in thi^ hotels 
and though not a native of this city is per- 
fectly acquainted with its inhabitants^ their 
manners and customs. He has been a tra- 
veller too as well as myself, having visited 
the principal nations of Europe. His polite- 
ness, h^is in a measure supplied the want of 
letters of introduction^ a vehicle of acquaint- 
ance adopted here in imitation of Kurope, 
'Of this l.was deprived by my faith; for 
what communion has Islamism with Chris, 
tianity ?. Letters here are almost indispen- 
sably. ^ I could not in this city as in Mo- 
rocco draw arpund me the pachas, fakirs 
and cadis by the splendor of my equipage 
or tl^e length of my retinue ; nor is it con- 
foripiiVb;le tq .jthe customs of the place to send 
pireaents to tjhe^ chief men as a prelude to 
acquaintptice.. My friepd, (for such I have 
found him,) besides introducing me into the 
^'isoi-disant fashionable circles of the town, 
has been of infinite service in unravelling 
the secret folds and reduplications of ths 
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TOcieiy and manners of the city — a species 
of knowledge which a stranger is kte in- 
acquiring. «• 

The subject whfch is most directly con- ^ 
nected with my great project,* and to whiok 
I shall therefore pay great attention, is the 
religious opinions and prejtrdices of* thH 
people* There appears to be a great divi- 
sion among the followers of the cross. 
Another prophet has arisen, who divides 
the suffrages of Christendom with Jesuf 
Christ At least so I confeelure from a. 
pamphlet a bookseller put into my haftds 
the other day, with this superscription;^ 
^^ Are you a Calvinist or^ ] you ^ Chris- 
tian?'^ that is, arc you a disciple of Calvin 
(the new Prophet,) or of Jesus Christ? 

I took an early opportunity to* eonVerse 
with my new acquaintance ' upon fliis sub^ 
ject. He informs me that the Calvinists 
^e not, as I imagtnedy a sect in opposi- 
tion to Jesus Christ; but flmt^ttfeyare 
called by that name in coritradfstinclion frfitoi 
^mother class of Christians caHed^ liliieV^, 



* Qfr author f^eqaeptt^y dludesjo ' |ii^m^tpro-^., 
ject'. both m this and his other travels. What can this 
project he? — the coBversion (w eooj«ctttre*l>yiome)i 

- - - ^>r .^ ^-n faith? 

iJ^oteby Tr.] 






if 

^l^0rale$.2 The main poiat in dfepatc 
between them^ if I nnderstood him correctly^ 
is whetkpr according ta their book there 
are three Oodu or miip God, or what amounts 
to the same thing, whether God is three 
persons or one. The CaWinists maintain 
1^ ftnrmer^ the Liberals the latter opinion* 
These parties are also called in allasion 
to their weed, Trinitarians and UnitaH^ 
ans. They each bring arguments which 
cosAvince themselves^ from the same book 
|tnd almost the same Words* 

But said I does not this question bel^n^ 
to metaphysicks tather than religion? 

Yes, certainly, tiaswered my friend* Be- 
sid^ it is so remote from any practical result, 
that the more rational look upon the deci- 
sion of it as unimportant, and can hardly 
coneeire that men should dispute about it 
in earnest The Unitarians compare the 
doctrine of the trinity to that of tranBub^ 
Btantiatioh and other absurdities of the 
schools, and they contdently anticipate th% 
tifne when this sui^TiVing relick of the dark 
ages shall share the fate of its fellxiWS) 
and be consignecl to the tomb of oblivion. 

The TrinitarktFS^ On the other hand, re- 
gaird it as the ptYot of their religion, up^n 
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which the doctrine of atonement, satisfac- 
tion, and divers other dogmas equally im- 
portant depend. 

But these sects, he continued, have varioun 
other points of divergence. The creed of 
the one is generally esteemed either absurd, 
puerile or pernicious by the other. What, 
say the liberal party, can be more unnatu- 
ral, more abhorrent to our feelings than 
the belief that mankind are created vicious 
And depraved, and that infants consequently 
are morally guilty ? What can be a greater 
imputation upon God ! And what can h% 
more pernicious in practice than the belief 
in miraculous regeneration, election, perse- 
verance, &c. as technically explained by 
the followers of Calvin? ' 

The Calvinists in their turn charge their 
opponents with want of zeal in the cause 
of religion, with Iposeness^ and skepticism, 
and of what they term latitudinarianism. 

Between these parties, as between most 
contending parties, the truth is probably 
divided. They take diiferen^^iewa of the 
subject they paint, and the picture of each 
is partially incorrect. 

TheCalvinists are led by their peculiar tem- 
pefament tp draw mankind in dark colours. 
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Tliey H^uM oiake us thelieve tliat we are a 
very wicked and worthless race of beings,* 
desoTYiiigof all mannar of piuiifibiiiettt-which 
it «)ioi^ «eiw we are now niidergoii^ ; for 
they insist upon it tkat th^e is noittiiag in 
Hm WDiid b^ sorrow^ misery and sin. 

The other |iar^ are less satumine-^.UiCiy 
look upKW mw to be a pretty clever sort <tf 
a being natorally, with manjgood imd some 
bad principles in his Aatore, either of which 
Ike is at Jtbeiiy to cultivate^ and which 
he does cultivsAe juscording to the force of 
temptations and the jj^edominance of a gpofi 
or a bad education* As to the world, aJU 
though disfigured with much misery an4 
vice, they still think that the balance is in 
favor of Mppiness and virtue. And tbay 
do not see the advantage or propriety in 
painting the world or its inhabitants in 
darker colours than truth requires. Much 
less allowable do they deem it to draw the 
character of the Almighty ac^rding .t^o the 
^oomy imaginations of men, without xegarQ: 
'lo revelation* 

Although I am a mere spectatinr of ^ia 
fnotts warfare, not bebg arrayed with eitlmr 
belligerent, yet it jnay be proper to cautioa 
you against reding 4mimyiudsi>ieiit witba# 
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makiag allowance for the lee- way of prejcu 
dice. 

The most weighty objet^on to the Cal- 
vinistic system is^ as I have ever conceived, 
the abridgement of free inquiry which it 
brings with it. If it is competent W one 
mao^ or any namber of men, .to decide npon 
doubtful .points, not only for tiiemselves but 
for others, Und to require a belief in their 
decision, — ^where is freedom of inquiry ? If 
they have a right to construe one book fw 
us, they may extend that right io «/2 books ; 
and if they are infallible in religi<Mi, they 
may era long claim universal infallibility. 
Besides, by the adoption of this system 
religious knowledge would become station- 
ary, and we in the nineteenth century, in- 
stead of following the lights struck out b^r 
classical research and biblical criticism, 
tn/lxst bend our necks implicitly to the yoke 
of Oalvin and Athanasius. 

The system of education adopted by this 
sect is in my opinion radically wrong«-to 
train up youth to a particular theory, to in* 
culcate certain dogmas, and to put no books 
into their hands but such as support tliose 
dogmas ; what is this but to turn the key of 
knowledge on inquirers for truth ? This^ 
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meibod may make zealous partiza^s and 
bigoted polemicks^ but it is little calculated 
to make enlightened and pious Ghmtians. 
: But these are not the only objections to 
Calvinism. Its teachers instead of taking the 
lead of the age^ actually fall in the rear ;•— *- 
in all that relates to taste^ manners^ feelings 
and information^ they are at least a century 
behind the rest of the world. They come 
to us in the' temper of another age^ when 
metaphysicks were in vogue. And their 
theology has never yet been cured .of that 
epidemick. They still ring the changes on 
those obsolete and abstruse subjects to au^ 
diences little able to comprehend them,— 
while the rest of the world has grown prac- 
tical, and is returning to common sense^ 
both in reli^n and philosophy. 

This error of the Oalvinists is not how« 
ever peculiar to them. Ali Bey, the ccle« 
brated traveller, mentions a similar propen- 
sify in Mussulmen to intermingle metaphy- 
iical subtilty with theology, and to substi- 
tute refinements and jargon for the weightier 
matt^^ of practical religion and morality. 

Have you read the travels of Ali Bey, 
air? I of course answered in tfae^iffirmative 
a little disconcerted, which however I be< 
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Uevt be did not notice. H« tbeti wtiA ok 

to ^88 ti liigfa encomkrm on my fomer jonr-i 

nal^ ex^essing astonisIuBiABt at tlie Twety 

of leanimg vrhich lie was |deased to isay I 

displayed, not however witke^ some t^ee^ 

iation of knowle^, kc kc. This chai^ 

. was newto mt^ but I was obliged to assent 

to alL fie erea disonssed the reality id 

^ht diaracter m which I travelled i I soon 

, is^ an opportunity to divert him from a 

! tidject 80 unpleasant^ and to recid him to 

o«r former topic 
i Bat have the literals avoided the shoals 

ion wkieh tiiieir adtersaiies ^un aground ? 
Yes, sir, they have escaped those shoaW 
. But alas J common aense has much to wres- 

^^ Hb With before it ciii settle the vibrating 

acales of truth and error 1 Tbf^^iberal {mrty 
jpve the utmost Ub^ty to private judgment 
and free in^iry. They incalcate Chris^ 
tianity as a practical reli^on«^a system of 
moraUty and piety« Their teachers en- 
deavor to keep pace with the rest of the 
worlds to adi^t tfaeir instruction to the 
present state of society, and the taste and 
^^lings of their audience-^-^avoiding meta* 
physical jargon on tlie one hand and melan* 
4)hoUe b%otiy on Uie other. Tl^y thinks 
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sitiee Ghristianity has become respectable 
and the condition of its professon^ comfort- 
able, that they are warranted in assuming 
a corresponding cheerful countenance and 
voice ; and in laying aside the quaint lan- 
guage of Puritanism^ and the lugubriout 
■ tone of primitive Christians. 

All this is very well. — ^But every revolu- 
tion tends to extremes. And the sun of 
truth has always had and always will have 
to struggle with the fog of human passions. 
You will not be surprised then when I tell 
you that the liberal party have not steered 
entirely clear of the quicksands. They 
have not used their liberty as not abusing 
it, with care not to make it a stumbling 
block for their breUiren. Nor can it btt 
concealed that they have given some colour 
to the charge of levity and skepticism ia 
holy things. < Vanity of vanities all is van- 
ity;' — ^^ this is not true !'-'* saith (7ur preach^ 
er, not judging from consciousness probably. 
So the sentiment is correct no doubt ^ that 
there is nothing true but Heaven ;' but 
eould it not be inculcated in a better way than 
by reciting a popular song from the desk ? 
And it may be very entertaining and even 
instructive t.o hear a judicious critique upom 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



^ 



A» wtUkkgn ef Ml euunent^utlior ; Imt ce^ld 
not a teacher of religion take a more aniit- 
able time tham the Sabbath for such a com- 
manication ? If thii is not tiie conduct of 
a sincere and conscientious Christian who 
has a tender regard for tihe feelings of hk 
fellow men^ neitber is k the part of a prE^ 
dent man or snbstasatial partizan. Tha , 
folly of shocking unnecessarily aay genersl 
prc^djce^ much more ^ loosening the rev- 
erence for holy ^i^^ k so obtious one 
would suppose as ttot to escape the coii- 
«ideration of the most in&tuated. 

But fortenatelf no l^igion is answer&bto 
lor the passions a&d f^lMes of its adherents^ 
VMxAtj and ambition are not peculiar t* 
«ny sect* and fumi«h e vid c u^c against tbi 
pei^His m whom they appear^ not against 
ihekt opinions. There will always be in 
every party bold and aspiring geniuses^ who 
to be conspicuous will step forward of their 
cdtftemporariesy without regarding personal 
obloquy or the interest of their sect. 

Upon the ithote^ it is impossible to Tiew 
either of these contending parties with entira 
sattsfaction. If the austerity of oi^ offends 
tts^ we cannot dhnt our eyas to the want of 
solemnity in the other. In avoiding the 
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twohem «f ftat sect, Aose of tW ofte,.<H»Bi. 
«»* aa great a feuH wIk» they co«d^ tliefr 
P»J«M aHAdwcomww In a aovetand hb. 
aa^ral pliraseol,^, and reject «,« «imBi» 
ABtt^xprwdvehinstti^ofscriptMe. Tak» 
^efonowingexfraci as an example, fre» 
»e works of one wiiose memory tt»y justly 
•flight to honor. " ^ j j^ 

**» (;cliarity3 is thai h,T» whieh> as tHe 
apestle says, is kind and fbrbearhig, iPUok 
enfieth not, which is not vain or prood^ 
trhich doth not behave itself unseemly or 
with indecorum, but consults the feelings of 
others, wWch seek^h not its oivn advan. 
*«ge," &c 

Now this may be an ' improved version,' 
but it is certainly far inferior in pathos and 
expression to the old text which long ac- 
quaintance has endeared to us and rendered 
venerable. 

It will require, I think, about one age 
more to bring these parties together ;— for 
one to arrive at, and the other to return to, 
the goal of truth- By that time the tempo- 
rary evils will have passed away that at- 
tended the first couching of the mental eye. 
< What is luow called innovation will thea 
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be establJbkDieiit. The reverence for the 
scriptares and the authority of reUgion will 
flien be re-established — ^if indeed they were 
ever detajched or shaken. And then shall 
^ world see clearly to collect what results 
to iamth. from: the mighty decomposition of 
ancient and modern prejudice and enror ! 

While my friend was giving this interest- 
ing account^ I could not but reflect how/ioon 
mankin4 g^t bewildered when they leave the 
plain paths of the true faith for the defiles of 
inftd^ty !^ But I recollected the Wehafe^^ 
and humbled myself in the dust. Alas^ that 
the followers of the Prophet will be s« 
much like Christians ! 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



as 



CHAP. iir. 

Mi Bey attends a taut — His views of the ladies-^Their 
manners — Dress — Beauty — Education — The conduct 
of the gentlemen^ ^c, 

April I8I7. A few evenipgs ago, I at- 
tended what is here called a fashionable 
rout. Several hundred cards or tickets of 
invitation were said to have been issued, 
and more than a hundred I should think, 
obeyed the summons. When I arrived, 
most of the company was already collected. 
I was met in the passage by the master of 
eeremoDies who led me into the drawing 
room, which was lined with ladies, and con- 
ducting me up its whole extent, introduced 
me in due form to Madame, the lady of the 
house. He then discharged me, to attend 
to others. 

After coflfee and cake had been duly pass- 
ed around, all hands began to prepare for 
the solemnities of the evening. The rooms 
were cleared for dancing or spread with ta- 
bles for such as chose cards. I declined at 

first taking part in either, because I wanted 
3 
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an opportunity to reconnoitre. I according- 
ly took a view of the several apartments : — 
in one was music and dancings in others 
were gentlemen and ladies at whist^ back- 
gammon^ &c. ; here a group of men talking 
upon political subjects; there an unbroken 
file of ladies who did not find partners ; in 
one corner two or three gentlemen talking 
apparently in private ; in another quarter is 
stationed a corps of observation^ taking a 
survey of the dance^ and criticising the looks^ 
dress^ dancing, &c. of the rest of the com- 
pany. When I heard some of this body 
admiring or condemning the dress of one 
lady, the face or foot of another, the figure 
or dancing of a third, I noticed the objects 
of their remarks to ascertain how far my 
ideas corresponded with theirs. For my 
own part I saw enough to admire in the 
features and complexion of the ladies, but 
very little in their dancing. They are cer- 
tainly handsome; — their well turned oval 
features, their ruddy complexion, mellow 
eye and sprightly air would enrapture the 
most phlegmatic, if they were not, as in 
this country, the objects of daily observation. 
I verily believe that neither Cyprus nor the 
Jlaram can produce their parallel! Their 
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dress is not Calculated to give eflfect to their 
beauty. It is in general too gaady and too 
constrained. Tbeir plumes, and spangles, 
and bracelets, and rings, and beads, and 
watches, may dazzle like a jeweller's shop. 
But simplicity is the garb for beauty. 

Their dress is faulty in another respect, 
that was to me exceedingly painful. In 
conformity to a pernicious fashion, every 
lady imprisons her person in a machine call- 
ed corslet, which, to conceal a bad shape 
or display a good one, is laced so tight as 
to produce visible constraint and pain in its 
victims. To this violent compression of the 
chest and stomach, and the consequent inter* 
rupted action of the corporeal organs I at- 
tribute the ruddy complexion of the ladies 
— a sort of hectic flush for which they are 
remarkable. To this cause also may be at- 
tributed their small breasts — ^ those forms 
of beauty's mould,' which, if emaciated by a 
deranged system, art can neither counterfeit 
nor supply. In vain do medical men inveigh 
against this fatal fashion. A female here 
does not hesitate when health is pitched 
against fashion. 

Their dancing was perfectly decorous, 
but neither light nor graceful. The Spanish 
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bolero or German waltz would not fee eoum* 
tenanced here. They learn to 4kuce of th« 
French^ but both gentlemen and ladies mako 
but sorry pupils^ if this is a fair specimen. 

From what I observed this evening I did 
not form a very favourable opinion of the 
good feeling and politeness of the gentle- 
men. It appeared to me that they gave 
themselves very little concern about the en- 
joyment of others when it crossed their own 
inclinations. This was very noticeable in 
their attentions to the ladies. Two or three 
who were styled, par excellence, the belles of 
the evenings monopolized the civilities of the 
gentlemen, and had a continual crowd re- 
volving around them, flattering their vanity 
and anticipating their engagements, — ^whiltt 
a large and respectable corps remained un- 
approached, without dancing or having an 
invitation to dance during the whole evening. 
I mentioned this neglect to one of the gen- 
tlemen, and propused inviting some of a 
group hard by to take a part in the next 
dance. ^ Ah ! Monsieur, said he, they are 
on the old list.^ I then shewed him another 
squadron that had been equally unfortunate. 
• Tliose are on the ugly listy^ he replied. All 
Ihci^e lists the gentlemen regard as exempts : 
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$tt rather^ey re^rd age or complexion a^ 
an excu^kl^ ^^^ own selfishness and ill 
manners. 

I had a cariosity to satisfy myself of the 
correctness of these genllemen^s preference* 
Witih that view I invited one of these ^exempts' 
to dance, and it was the only ti4phe danced 
that night. I found her a very attentive and 
good partner, and what is more, an intelli- 
gent and well informed young lady. After- 
wards I opened a passage through the crowd 
to one of the belles and en^lpd her for a 
dance. The contrast was great — she was 
more fair than the other but not so good a 
]mrtner, and appeared to be a giddy, trifling/ 
forward girl, as incapable of uttering two in- 
telligible fl^utences in connexion, as her own 
parrot. 

I related the incidents of the evening to 
my friend who was accidentally prevented 
from being of the party. He said that the 
ill manners that I noticed in the gentlemen 
would cease to surprise me before I had 
been to many parties-— for, said he, it is the 
standing order of the day in this place* 

The company, he continued, which you 
met last night is a pretty favourable sam- 
ple of what is called the beau monde in 
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this town. But, as you doubtle^ noticed^ 
they hare a good deal to leaityplDre they 
-arrive at the acme of refinement. The gen- 
tlemen especially are wanting in those fine 
feelings wfiich are the evidence and result of 
a good heaj^Mid refined society. Of this what 
you witnesWi last night may convince you 5 
and I could adduce other corroborative ex • 
araples. The fact is, a Bustonian is not 
over delicate in his ideas or sentiments. 
Those nice attentions to the feelings of others 
to avoid givl^pain constitute no part of his 
character or study. He wastes no time ia 
circumlocution to qualify his language ot 
temper it to the sensibility of those he ad- 
dresses^ In this respect he is considerably 
behind those that you will meet as you pro- 
ceed farther south in the southern and irfid- 
dle states. 

In pecuniary matters their ideas are pe- 
culiarly obtuse. Having generally acquired 
their property by their own exertions they 
know its value too well to make delicacy of 
feelings an item in their account. A debt of 
honour they would not comprehend. If they 
make a present it is with the worst possible 
grace and conceal so that every one knows 
it. If you are compelled by accident or ill 
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lack to adk a loan of a friend^ he takes good 
eai'e thaflj^j^ shall not forget it ; and the 
Bftore publicly he reminds you of it the more 
speedily he expects to obtain payment, 
"When you rise from whist after a course of 
bad luck, expect to hear your Bostonian an- 
tagonist vociferate, ' Pay ^l|p^ points V 
These coarse and sordid characterbticks 
present him in a very repulsive aspect to 
•teaqgers. 

It was certainly to have been expected, 
that this mercenary spirit wo^|| wear off by 
degrees, or at least would have died along 
with him who contracted it as he acquired 
his property. The reverse however is the 
case* And descendants inherit the feelingji 
as well as the property of their ancestors. 
How could it be otherwise, when the impor- 
tance of money and the love of it are incul- 
cated with their creed and ' grow with thek 
growth and strengthen with their strength?^ 

As to the ladies, he continued, their de- 
portment is usually unexceptionable. They 
use but little rouge, and seldom swear much, 
especially in presence of gentlemen. Such 
' sarsnet stuff for surety' iisfaith^ vow^ Lord^ 
mercy f &c. makes about the extent of tl^lr 
assever^^tions. 
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But the point in which tiiey a^^^ost cxm- 
npicuoiisly deficient is mform^ffk. It is 
BielanclH>ly to reflect to what an extent of 
evil a perverted ednct^cm has ^ven and im 
^ving hirth. Females in this biHiinefis-doing 
country hay^incompnably more leisure £^ 
literary piMnts than any class of men — I 
mean erf course those females who are ex- 
empted by their situation from procuring 
their own livelihood. And yet with all ttik 
leistire what have they compassed in litera- 
ture ? Not^P^ ! literally nothing ! Nine 
tenths of the ladies of this town (with sw- 
row I say it^) are at this moment ignorant df 
the history and geography of their own 
country : as for European history ancient 
or modern—- as for belles lettres, metaphysi- 
cal or physical philosophy^ — it is all terra, 
incognita to them. Nay, even the current 
literature of the day is too much for them — 
excepting always poetry and novels. These, 
especially the most popular, with plays, song 
books and music books, constitute the sum 
total of the library of a young lady at the 
present day. If you think, sir, there is any 
exaggeration in this, go with me to the cir- 
ctriating libraries, and see what books are 
most called for, and by whom — ^go with m# 
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to private libraries, to the shelves of secre- 
taries ai]^yianos — and lastly, for ' damning 
proofs entSr into conversation with the fair 
subjects of my animadversion upon some 
topic that will test their historical or belle« 
lettres information. But if you value your 
popularity as a beau, dont you make the 
most distant allusion to these subjects in 
their presence, or to any other subject con- 
nected with reading — excepting, as observed 
before, some very popular novel or poem, or 
a play lately got up. If you disregard these 
precautions expect to hear such complimen- 
tary ejaculations as ^' Oh my ! he is so pe- 
ianticj or tedious^ or so impertinent that I 
sant bear him V^ 

I do not give you this account to preju- 
dke you against the ladies of this town: 
whether it is true or not judge for yourself 
when you become better acquainted. . Nor 
do I intend to say that the ladies of thii 
town are more deficient than those of most 
other places of equal population. But I do 
think it the duty of all men every where to 
protest against a misjudged and defective 
system of education of so important a part 
«f the human species. 
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But^ said I^ is it not the duty of gentle- 
men to look to themselves. Theirjl^inions and 
examples must always have a prevailing in- 
fluence with their fair counterparts in a societj- 
constituted as this is. Do they always give 
that preference to intelligent and well informed 
females which they deserve ? without regard 
to personal atkactions or superficial accom- 
plishments. If the conduct of your gentle- 
Bken last night is a fair specimen^ I should 
mfer that the ladies ajre not altogether With- 
.out excuse. 

You are rights sir- — and this in mitigation 
I very readily allow, as far as it )ivill go. 
And I am willing to pity rather than con- 
demn that penchant of our fair co-ordinates^ 
that ^ves to fops and coxcombs their unde- 
served influence. But my animadversions 
do not contemplate the young ladies them- 
selves so much as their parents and gov- 
ernantes. But for parents and boarding 
school mistresses to trick off their daughters 
and pupils with such a heartless, unsubstan- 
tial education as — ^learning to draw a little^ 
to embrcnder, to dance' and play upon a 
piano — ^with the. balance in novel reading, 
and inthatcbryi^alis state to palm them upon 
men of sense as their meet companions — why 
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it is a fraud on iDdividaals and an imposifiou 
on the public. This conduct is criminal in 
lUl, but in those parents who have had the 
benefit of a good education themselves and 
of course know its value, it is doubly wicked 
and cruel. 

But it may be said that music and 
drawing and such ^ fashionable accom- 
plishments' have a social tendency, and 
fit young women for society. To this the 
common answer is conclusive — nothing is so 
social as a cultivated mind. Who has not 
felt the glow kindled by the coming together 
of informed and reflecting minds ? Who ever 
knew such a meeting unsocial ? On the con- 
trary who has not been so unfortunate as to 
come in contact with persons whose crude 
and unformed ideas rendered their presence 
a desert, and their intercourse scarcely better 
than that of quadrupeds. Indeed those, who 
make this plea for the fine arts, as consti- 
tating a young lady's education, might as 
well contend that the society of fiddlers and 
dancing masters is preferable to that of edu- 
cated gentlemen. Certainly this sort of edu- 
cation does not fit a person for conversation ; 
which is the highest prerogative of society — 
this yourownexperiencehas justproved. And 
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it Bmy be fairly said that as much as is addl- 
ed to the toes and ftiftgers of ladies versed in 
the art and mystery of thrumming on ptanoi^ 
and taking rigadoons is so niuch taken from 
the tongue and the brain. Do not suppose^ 
howQver^ that 1 would have them negleet 
these lighter accomplishments entirely ; nor 
aeed they^ and still have ample leisure for 
solid acquirements. But I would bave^them 
^Lrly and practically impressed wiih the 
importance of information and a taste for 
floUd reading. Instead of their present frothy 
education that begins and ends witti Miw 
Malapert's^ whose mother 

" tutored her young* One 

To turn out her toes like the ladies in London.^' 

I would have mothers and governantes fit 
the objects of their care for the practical du- 
ties of life, by regulating their minds to sobor 
application^ by pointing out to them the ob- 
jectg most worthy of their attention, and in- 
culcating a taste for the retired pleasures of 
mental employment. Novels and works of 
imagination they might regard as dessert 
to their more substantial repast. If they 
were taught music, it should be select and 
chaste; but should not be permittedias th§y 
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sow aM) to follow the insidious track of a 
Moore to the confines oi delicacy. Such an 
education would fit young women for wives . 
and mothers — as nature designed them. We 
48hould then have a wife a mental companion^ 
who would ^joy in our joys and sorrow in 
oiHr sorrows ;^ not a hypoch^mdriack^ way- 
ward^ spoiled child to fill our house alter^ 
nately with company and gloom, dissipation 
and melancholy. If such an education were 
common, marriage, mstead of deterring the 
prudent by ibe hazard of drawing something 
worse than a blank, would become safe, in- 
viting and satisfactory. But now the rash 
votary of matrimony may thank his stars if 
he is fortunate, and not his own discernment. 
He trusts indeed to the blindest chance. For 
in the present state of society, it is morally 
impossible thi&t he should be much better 
acquainted with the disposition or mental 
qualities and acquii'ements of the fair objects 
of his choice J than if she were brought to him 
for the first time on the wedding day conceal- 
ed in a basket, like the brides of IVngier. 

But this system of mis-education is, I fear, 
too fashionable, and chimes too well with 
the frivolity of that sex, and the silly part 
of our own, ever to be eradicated. At least 
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I have long since despaired of seeing in my 
day female education conducted on sound 
and rational principles^ much less do I ex- 
pect to reap its genuine fruits. Those fe- 
males who happen to be better educated than 
ithe mass of their sex will for some time yet^ 
I fear, countenance a vulgjur objection by not 
avoiding the dangers of a little learning, 
pedantry and eccentricity. This however 
they would doubtless out-grow when infor- 
mation becomes as general and as much a 
matter of course with that sex as with ours. 

What opinion did you form of the manners 
of our citizens from what you saw last even- 
ing? 

A pretty favourable one, sir — at least more 
«o than I had expected. The ladies appear- 
ed best 

Less polished, however> than those yoa 
meet in Europe ? 

Yes sir, but their modesty or diffidence, 
f mauvaise honte] rendered them interesting 
without being awkward or embarrassed. 
Some few, however, seeme^affected, others 
assured, [ass ires] and most wanted somtt 
of the ease and graceful dignity of the lady» 

In the gentlemen there was less to ap- 
prove — ^for unless a chief-clerk-and-cockney 
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9ort of manners are indicative of gentlcmev,. 
I should doubt the right of most of those I 
saw to that appellation. They did not ap- 
pear to know the diflference between ease 
and impudence^ and hit one in awkwardljr 
aiming at the other. Their self-importance 
was so ill established in their own minds^ 
that to put it beyond a doubt^ they assumed 
a variety of unnatural and supercilious airs^ 
little in unison with the dignified^ unassum- 
ing^ but conscious address of a gentleman. 

This opinion^ so unguardedly and can- 
didly expressed^ excited a smile in my friend.. 
He said^ however^ that it coincided with his> , 
own^ drawn from a much more thorough aa- 
^uaintance. 
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CHAP. IT. 

JiU B^ attends a Caucui^-^Hit ^count o/mur PoKHctM 
DUsentiowf — Our Lawi — State of Sodein — The The- 
atre. 

8 ApriL Last evemng I attended what i# 
here called a Caucus, that is^ a public meet- 
ing of citizens to discuss political subjectg 
and cj^nvas the merits of their rulers. Thi^ 
meeting was held in a large hall which was 
very crowded and badly lighted. The dis- 
cussion was not very interesting to ine, turn- 
ing mostly on local or personal topics. Thosg 
who took part in the debates were generally 
young men-r-their seniors either did not at- 
tend the meetings or did not take much in- 
terest in the business. Their speeches al- 
though nominally extemporaneous^ were in 
fact very studied and formaWsome however 
were considerably spirited and gjowiiig. 
Some of the speakers displayed very credit- 
able powers of declamation^ and they did 
not aspire to the higher regions of eloquence. 
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Their prevailing fault appeared to me tm 
consist in not appearing to/pe^ their subject^, 
and in straining ever and' anon to say some^ 
thing smart^ with a view to applause — which 
m truth was dealt out to them very liberally^ 
by clapping hands^ stampings huzzaing^ &c. 

rrhey did not appear to come to any prac- 
tical result after all. Aud I was surprised^ 
to find' all the- spea&ers coincide iu' their- 
opinions; till my friend informed mc tha* 
this is merely an exparte meeting ; for there^ 
is another large party that hold a separate? 
consultation; These parties disagree upon: 
certain political questions, and have vie wedV 
each other in times past with a good deal oC 
animosity. This division into parties is not- 
conflndl to this eity^ — ^it extends throughout', 
the country, and has been the cause of much: 
fnjustice and mischief. It is indeed a serious^ 
off- set against the liberty which this pe«pl«* 
boasts. . 

Among the many bad consequences cdf/ 
these disseutions, their effect on the moral! 
prinQiple is the most melancholy and most' 
disgraceful: They debase the^ feelings audi 
perveft the judgment. You-^ oan scaroeljr/ 
conceive, says my fricndf the hardihood^: ef 
d^ravity that men betray ifvheiir acted: ispo&i 

*4. 
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by tiiese diisentions and the passions they 
generate. It frequently happens that men of 
talents and repiitation appear utterly callous 
not only with regard to integrity and prin- 
ciple^ but even to shame. Their opinions 
they regard as a commodity of traffic that 
may be bartered with as little detriment as 
other commodities ; and they do not balance 
long about putting them off when they stand 
in the way of their ambition or interest- 
This conduct and these feelings could only 
escape contempt and disgust when the public 
mind is in a state of excitement j and their 
^prevalence in any country is a blot on the 
national character. It is but justice however 
to state that^ although instances of this want 
of principle are disgracefully nisnerous 
among us^ there are many honourable in^ 
stances of good feelings and integrity which 
neither the neglect of friends nor the allure- 
ments of enemies could overcome. 

[Our author's iDformant here proceeds to illustrate 
his preceding observations by personal examples, giv- 
ing: a more minute account of our political squabbles 
and tei^versations — he then draws a short sketch' of 
the character and comparative merits of the two great 
parties that have divided the country — all which for 
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€^mit.] 

These details were very interesting to me, 
aitliougb not so closely connected with my 
great project as the account of their religions 
disputes. 

Notwithstanding the regrets of my. friend, 
and the evils he had pourtrayed, it is very 
evident that these habitual disputes are on 
the whole beneficial, ^nd perhkps indispen- 
sable to the preservation of> liberty. They 
give health and vigour to the political body* 
A mere spectator would apprehend prior to 
experience that this self-governed people 
would look upon office as a burthen, and as 
soon as the novelty was gone, would regard 
ttie gdvernment with too much indiflference"^ 
to preserve it from dilapidation. But the 
ambition kindled by these disputes infuses^ 
like hope, animation into every thing it 
touches. And the fact turns out to be — and 
it is a remarkable phenomenon — that the 
most obscure and laborious offices in the 
eountry are sought with avidity. Ambitioa 
resembles hope in am^er respect— -it is 
commonly unfotinded in reason or commoB 
sense. Else why should men crave offices 
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whicli cost ihem a large part of tlieir earn- 
ings, considerable time and trouble, and the^ 
sacrifice of mtich private enjoyment — and all- 
this for what ? why, for a little village dis- 
tinction, or in the higher orders for jfame, if 
you please! Is t6is an adequate object? 
The desire of fame has been very erroneous- 
ly termed: ' the last infirmity of great minds.? 
A miad must have very equivocal claims to- 
^eatness that has not out-grown this infir- 
mity. Indeed its very existence is inconsist- 
ent with greatness of mind ; inasmuch- as it 
implies a conscious dependance, a reaching 
after extraneous support. A really great 
mind will not humble itself to inquire what 
the opinion of the million is, much less wilV 
U deign to appear before its bar or abide its 
decree* 

In a free country the best clue to the geniu9 
of the people is probably derived from thei? 
laws. As this species of knowledge is the 
primary motive of visiting a country, I haver 
studied with- some attention the laws of the 
Americans, particularly, those of this state^ 
which are all: printed and collected in voU 
mmes — how much better than to be left like 
ttiosaof Masselman countries I. 
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What fl^Qck me as BiMt rraiarfiibiii^ 
was th^ enorraous aad coafused aass of 
laws that has accumulated already^ rad the 
government is not forty years old yet!-« 
Almost every ^b^t has at oue time or 
another come under the pueview of these 
lawgivers. Among other Uiings^ matrimonjf 
has ^ not escaped notice. The manner of 
transacting this business is very minutely 
prescribed. And a man is prohibited from 
procuring more than one wife at once ! And 
tlds proliibition is scarcely thought a hard« 
abip by this free people ! so powerful is 
bahit. 

This legislative cacoetbes aiipears to be 
epidemic [maladie da p^ys^i and in iSlMk 
it arrived to a prodigious height Not sat. 
isfied with the previous restraints and limi* 
tations imposed upon marriage^ the law* 
givers^ undertook to control over the pre* 
Uminary attachments between the sexes^ 
and tQ subject the most distant indications 
of affeetions to their inspection. With this 
view they made a law that all ^ hearts 
and CHEEKS^ shoiild be inspected' by an 

* This is a gross op •wilful blunder. If Signer All 
' £ej had look^ further th«i the p^aiyinii index^ be 
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•fleer ot the government By an another 
law, the use of ^tmaj^^ry is forbidden. — 
This is probably the reason that this coun- 
try has produced no better poets. 

Another law prohibits Dancing.* Thi» 
accounts for the peopled dancing so ill^ 
which I have already noticed in another 
place. 

In another place the lawgivers betray 
their sentiments as to the relative impor* 
tance of reli^on and learning, by the fol- 
lowing classification : ^ An act for the en- 
couragement of literature, piety and morali- 
ty and the useful arts and sciences.'^ Pie- 
ty it seems is only second to literature, and 
morality quite in the back ground ! This is 
not so in the iMussulman code. 

The observations of my friend respecting 
the ladles, appear to have caused him a 
good deal of compunction. He has taken 
several occasions to recur to the subject, and 
to mollify his former animadversions. He 
cautions me not to be prejudiced before I 

would have avoided such an^yiiDacceuDtable mistate- 
ment— Tr. 

• This is also a mistake. We have po law forbid- 
ding dancing, but we have one that makes it penal i]> 
aa. innbolder to allow dancing in kit tavern. — 7r. 
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jun able to judge from personal acquam*. 
iance. Yesterday he introduced the sub- 
ject again. 

I fear I libelled the fair sex in our late 
conversation. But you must make due al- 
lowance for exaggeration. We are apt to 
be unreasonable in expecting from girls of 
fifteen or sixteen, a maturity of mind and 
ripened reflection much above their years, 
4ind above what we expect from our own 
sex at that age. And when we are disap- 
pointed because we expect too much, wa 
give them credit for less than is their due^ 
and impute the effects of youth to a bad 
education. 

To appreciate correctly the female t^h*- 
racter, we should take into view the pecu- 
liar situation in which civilized society has 
placed that sex. Without the inducements 
to exertion that take the strongest hold of 
men — wealth and fame — looking forward 
to matrimony as at once their ^oal and asy- 
lum — ^it is neither strange nor unnatural 
that their minds should be moulded to their 
destination. It is neither strange nor un- 
n itural that they should bend their atten- 
tion to those minute and to us trivial attain- 
oients that are found, by experience, most 
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In ftdraiiee iliem in the only teld open 'to 
^lein. And so long as men are pleased 
with toys and play-tbings^ they cannot 
l>lame females for giving to their minds the 
most oitrent stamp. Let reformation begin 
at home.* Let gentlemen learn to valne and 
respect females of sense and information— 
let them look upon a cultivated mind as a 
flhie qna non to that connexion which is 
^dearer tiian life ; and as supplying the want 
of mere personal attractions«--and they may- 
rely upon it their opinions and example 
will not be lost upon their fair correlatives. 

Bnt^ naid I, is it true that women have 
not some of the inducements to exertioti 
ihat we have? What prevents them from 
tilling the field of ieuming — ^and from reap, 
ing ite harvest, fame, like >]esdames De 
Btael, iMontague, Genlis, and divers others 
our contemporaries ? It is true that most of 
these have trod the roseate paths of imagi. 
nation ; but what debars them from dis- 
tinction in history^ philosophy and the sci- 
ences ? 

That at^re is no physical impediment, I 
admit, replied my friend, allowing (whatC 
am disposed to allow) the equality of 4be 
•lentd powers of the sexes. And a vMm 
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Bore sangoiBe Hum myself miglit uriw^le 
« time when tbe fair sex, if they do aot 
monopolize, shall possess their due share 
of learmag, and of its offspring celebrity. 
But I am far from thinking fame desirable, 
even for a man, much less for a woman. 
It is not with a view to that, that I desire 
to see a better system of education adopts 
«d— <me that sl^ll fit females^ not for ptib- 
lic, bat private life, and give them resour. 
ces for happiness within themselves, pure 
and perennial, which the world can neither 
give nor take away. An education of that 
kind would furnish useful and liberal em- 
ployment tojaiads that are now a prey to 
idleness and ennui, or ignobly busied in 
gossiping, scandal and cabal. 

Butlhere are many obstacles to a^Ksh an 
education, and no where more than in this 
tow». The frivolity and fastidiousaess of 
fashion, ever at war with common sense, 
have here rendered the condition of females 
more helpless and com passion able thai it 
is naturally. Those who have beauty, 
youth, and aboj^o all, »eaith, l|ave a reti- 
na* of admfters to render them vain» by 
flattery— those who want these essential 
.accessaries are given up to neglect, without 
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wmj TtffLti to their mental qualities cr ao- 
quirementa. Such is the justice of our sex ; 
and jret we expect females to cultivate their 
minds^ to be neglected^ ^ to blush unseen.^^ 
In this town all these agencies operate with 
a most powerful purchase. Females hardly 
Arrive to puberty before they are called old 
ma%i»y or in the cockney language which 
you heard oa one occasion are placed on 
the ^M UsL^ If the poetical division is 
Applicable to that sex^ it may be truly said 
that in this town they pass three of their 
seven ages from fifteen to twenty-five. From 
fifteen to seventeen, it is the timid and art^ 
less mi$8; from that time to twenty -one, the 
conscious^ aU-conquerivg belle f from that 
Age to twenty-five, ^ a beauty waning and 
distressed' young lady. After twenty-five 
ihey are regarded as confirmed old maids 
juid placed by common consent in the van 
of the forlorn hope. 

In consilience of tbk injurious arrange- 
ment, girls, as soon as they get into their 
teens, are haunted with a fearful looking for 
of compulsive celibacy and ideal miseries* 
It may be doubted whether the horror of 
•Id maidism is not as deep rooted and as 
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irtoteot as wbat nature ever felt fov a^ 
Yacuum. 

This state of thiogs nmst be regretted bjr 
every friend of bnmanity. But those only 
who have witnessetl its effecU know the 
extent of its cruelty and mischief — ^who 
have seen young women whose minds are 
just coming to maturity^ crowded out of 
circles that they would adorn and animatei 
to make room for frivolous children^^— who- 
have watched the silent operation of anxiety 
and neglect on a lively and ingpnuous mind, 
and marked its {gradual transition from^ 
gaiety and animation^ to placid dejection and 
cheerless indifference. Such a current of 
adverse circumstances, might break down i^ 
mind of firmer texture ttian is generally at* 
tributed to feteales. ^Ihie lonesomeness and"* 
destitution which they must feel when thus 
passed over by the world, might weigh 
down the most buoyant spirits and kidace 
them to exclaim, with Richard, ^^I shall 
despair ! — there i* no creature loves me— 
and if I die — no soul will pity me V^ It is 
then that females feel the need of educa- 
tion, and let me add of religion— <}i a cul- 
tivated mind and well directed feelings, to« 
protect them from their last enemy, thtm^ 
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' selves — ^to preserve tbeigi firom the knawiiipr 
gf disappointment^ and the gloomy l^orkings 
of misanthropy* 

A few evenings ago I was persuaded bj 
JKiy friend to attend the theatre. The house^ 
was thin and the performance quite indiffer- 
ent This I did not regret, — ^for I have al- 
ways been of opinion thai theatrical repre- 
sentations and their Inseparable c(mcomitamts 
have a most pernicious influence on the 
morals of society. It was therefore with 
secret pleasure that I heard my friend anim- 
advert on what he called the mismaiiage-^ 
ment of the theatre^ and on the Bdstonkui 
taste for horse shows and still-vaultmg in 
j^ference to the refined entertainment of 
the stage. My opinion of the tendency of 
theatres was not al^red by what I saw this 
night The play (the Belle's Bliratagem,) 
was by no means one of the most ticentiotts^t 
It is even less exceptimiable than most of 
the plays oi the great and justly admired 
Shakspeare, whose faults are forgiven in 
favour of his exquisite beauties, his pathos 
and knowledge of the heart. But the greater 
part of his writings are but tolerated in the 
closet— Ahey would (at least they ought to) 
disgust in represeintat|on. ^d in thc^ cloie^ 
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ITappearshtd me thst they are fo be toleratedS^ 
only by oar sex and married females, for 
who would open OAeUo to-yh*gin eyes, un- 
less with design to enlarge ^ their ideas and^ 
pollute theii ima^nation B 

The play which I- saw performed is cer- 
tainly less offensive on the score of indeli' 
eacy than those older writings. Yet even* 
tibis is calculated to do a good deal of mis- 
ohief. It has enou^ of libertinism in its^^^ 
diaracters, and of licentiousness in- its allu- 
sions, to soil a pure and inex^ierienced mind.- 
Alfliough tO' the pure^ all things are pure,^ 
who would wish to expose their daughters 
or sisters at the ripening age of twelve or 
fourteen to the loose conversation. of rakes 
and coxcondis,^ to heajr them talk of their 
Btistresses and boast of their an^urs ? They 
Blight aboi:it as well be sent to a brothel. 
Tet such was the main scope ot' &e play,^ 
and its predominant impressionotfrthe mind^ 
and such were a considerable part of the au- 
dience that I ^awin^the boxes that night. 
And while T contemplated tlieir tender age 
and as yet untmrnished minds, I sighed^ — E 
reprobated theii; parents' rashness^ and ciws-* 
ed'the institi:rtion that spreads such a snare. 
IB is an iiKstitution, praised be€kidl peculiar 

* 5 
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4a Christian countries, which the pure doc- 
trine of the Prophet (as soon as it prevaUs) 
will sweep from the face of the earth ! 
I have said nothing of the transactions of 
, galleries and green room — nor need I say 
any thing. Enough is heard and seen befor% 
tli^e curtain to doom the sta^ and all its ap« 
pendages. 
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CHAP.X* 

Account of the Atheneum — King's Chapet^-^Matt — 
' State-Home. » 

June. I went with my-frieod a few days 
dboe to view the public iiigtitiitioiis of the 
etty. Among othcirs^ the Athetteum i» pe- 
coliarly deserviDg of notice. It consists of 
one of 3ie nuMst extensive libraries in the 
€oanb*y« The books are not allowed to be 
ourried out of the apartments of the library $ 
in which^ however^ they may be consulted 
with every convenience^ and in whose aU 
coves readers may be seen at almost all 
Hours of the day. Besides many rare and 
valuable books^I was shewn a collection of 
prints of the chef d'oenvres of European 
artists^ some of whfdi are scarcely inferior 
to &e originals. On the tables of this in- 
stitution are to be fimnd most <tf.tbe:perL9d- 
ical journals of tMs coualry and;£tii^pe. 
This is certainly an admirable institution f 

♦ See the contents of the intertening Chapter^ at 
the end of the volume. Tr. 
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andlits influence is said to be very benefcial 
In diffusing knowledge and promoting a^ 
taste for reading. 

After leaving thb interesting seat of leam* 
ing^ we passed^ on 4)ur way to the Mall^ wt 
venerable antique looking churchy with a 
portico supported by twelve huge plastered 
cylinders, or Ionic pillars. This is now 
called < Kin^B ChapeP — ^my friend told me 
•—its name having been lately changed from 
Stone Chapel. The former («aidhe)^was 
its original name; but it was" thought to 
savor too strongly of Monarchy in the pa- 
triotic limes of the revolution. It was ac- 
cordfngly christened ^Stone ChapeL^ It ir 
dcmbtful whether the first change or the Ia4e 
restoration indicates the greater wisdiMn^ 

The finest part of the city b^rond com- 
parison, is the Mall and the Common. l%e 
Mall is a colonnade of venerable trees, 
whose branches interlock and fdrm a rich 
arcade ; through which is a spactous grav«l 
walk; Tliiftis a favortte promenade, where 
t»ne may evjoy the beauties of nature and 
snuff the air white he- is screened from the 
sun. 

The Common as I have already observed" 
en a former occasion^ is an extensive square^ 
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hftvlftg the town on three isidcs and an arm 
of the sea on the fourth. Tbis^ tout enseals 
ble^ is a most charming view— 4he solemn 
range of trees with their dark foliage — the 
^^n field of grass swelling before the eye 
— ^the distinct water prospect opening a view 
of the surrounding country^ and rolling the 
mellow western breeze, and reflecting , the 
setting sun — all these natural beanties with 
the architectural simplicity of the buildings 
that rise like parapets around, combine to 
render this one of the finest scenes in the 
world — at least I have seen nothing snr- 
j^assing it in all my travels. Will it be 
ibelie^ed that this ^nchaatlBg common takes 
its name from its being a tommon c^ow-pua- 
tmre, and is actually given up to that ani- 
mal! ; 

On the north side of the Common stands 
nn edifice on an elevated site, and lifts its 
head above the city, ^ proudly pre-eminfent/ 
This is called the State*- House. It is an 
enornious pile of brick surmounted by a 
dome aud cnpola. It was this smoke. col* 
cured dome that I first distinguished of 
the town before entering the harbour. Ap- 
pended to the front of this edifice, is a bal- 
eony supported by seven prodigious square 
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plHarff or battlementfl^ of brick^ whibb. my 
friend humourously observed belonged to- 
the Yankee* order. The interior is divid- 
ed into apartments for the officers of this 
government. In the second story are tw^a 
chambers for the two branches of tlie legis- 
lature^ In the centre of the building i» & 
winding stair-case^ by which we ascend to^ 
the cupola. Here opened before us an im^ 
loosing prospe«t-M)n the one side the lan^ 
spreading around us^ and rising in the dis* 
tance like an amphitheatre^ chequered with 
Tillages and country •eatsy and fields ^ dreiis^ 
ed In, living g^reen^— on the otiier side the^ 
dark ocean mii^gling with the sky; studded" 
with white sails and rolling vessels. Under 
our feet lay the town with its^ Ully state 
coloured roofs and tapering gothic spires, 
and hemmed around by water on all sides 
except a narrow isthmus by which it hangs 
on the nighbouring continent.. Upon the 
whole, I never enjoyed a finer scene. But 
why is this superior to the view from Seme- 

* YaDkee is a cognomen familiarly given to the in^ 
habitants of the eastern states, hence {my friend tells- 
me) Boston is often caNed Yankee town in other parts^ 
o£ the country, beiitf the capital of those states. 

iAli Bey.) 
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talia oi'ibe moantaias of Nicosia ? if any 
ask*-be€aase (I answer) moral healthf indus- 
ixjf UBERTY^ happiness reign here and give 
pathos to the beauties of nature ! 

1 counted from this height nearly twenty 
spires or cupolas rising from as many chur- 
ches but alas not one minaret^ not one 

mosque— nor a single monument of the true 
faith ! Tills reflection made me melan- 
tholy. 
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CHAP.il, 

Jin Excursion into the Country — la Appuirance'^Jrchii^ 
tecture-f^Cambridge — The University. 

IS June. Yesterday the weather being 
ftne^ we mounted horses for an excursion 
which we had been contemplating for some 
time. We passed over the neck as it is 
called^ and proceeded through Roxbury^ 
Dorchester^ Brookline^ Brighton and Cam- 
bridge. The country appeared extremely 
pleasant^ being highly cultivated and inter- ' 
spersed with gardens, meadows, orchards 
and country seats. The land, howeverv4» 
not naturally fertile. The gardens are small 
but well cultivated, being designed more ftnr 
use than ornament. Some have a small green 
house by which they neutralize the influence 
of the seasons. The* houses are mostly for 
the summer residence of people from the 
town. They are situated pleasantly enough^ 
in general, and the adjacent grounds some- 
times exhibit marks of considerable taste. 
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But it is to be re^^tted that the arohitectuie 
of their buildings is not such a^ to add to 
Ae effect of their picturesque situations. In^ 
«tead of simplicity and terseness^ these boxes 
])etray a preposterous emulation of the stately 
magnificence and ornaments of ajialace. This 
vicious taste in architecture prevails, my 
friend iirfbrms, throughout the country. 
Buildiqg!^, he says, which for magnitude 
and design would be set down for cottages, 
are seen kicked out in all the profusion of 
ardntectutal finery — with piazzas, balconies, 
pilasters^ atticks and domes — windows and 
doors crowned with pediments, tympanum^ 
charged with arabesques, cornices lined with 
Modillions, and double rows of dentules, &c. 
&c. — ^and all this to private houses whose 
iaterior cannot open a room twenty feet 
square. The grandeur of simplicity is no 
where understood or lelished in this country. 
Jf, as is commonly said, the architecture of a 
country is indicative of the character of tl>e 
people, tliis account would go to prove that 
the Americans are finical and ostentatious 
above all other people. This conclusion is 
in some measure obviated by the explanation 
that my friend gives. He says, that those 
who deface the country with such architec- 
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tural foppery, are generally men who have 
acquired property by their own exertions 
and are destitute of taste and education. But 
this does not seem entirely satisfactory ; for 
where is the taste of their architects ; or are 
they overruled and compelled to indulge the 
depraved fancy of their employers ? 

On our return through Cambridge we 
visited the University, the first literary insti- 
tution in this country, and said to be little 
inferior to th<^ seminaries of Europe. Its 
buildings are seven in number, all of brick 
except the Chapel, which is of granite. This 
is an oblong building^ with a piazza in front, 
supported by nine Doric pillars. The ar- 
chitecture of this edifice has been criticised, 
and it must be confessed not wholly without 
reason. The piazzas and halved pilasters 
break the unity and diminish the grandeur 
of proportion. 

A member of the University with whom 
my friend was acquainted, showed us the 
objects most worthy of attention. What 
most attracted my observation was a fine 
philosophical apparatus — the astronomical 
instruments, however, I thought not equal 
to mine. The chymical department has a 
convenient and well wnstrusted laboratory. 
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In the anatomical room are seen a nuitiber 
of wax work preparations. They are the 
work of an ingenions Italian^ and are said 
to be superior to human subjects for pupils^ 
on account of their distinctness of repre- 
sentation. This is particularly observable 
in the ear^ which is exhibited on so large a 
scale as to be rendered very intelligible* 

The library yields to none in this coun- 
try for value and extent — that of the Athe- 
naeum is the only one that approaches it. It 
has been chiefly formed by private donations^ 

The botanical department has a garden 
and a green house^ which however are too 
small for such an institution. And it appear- 
ed to me to be but indifferently husbanded. 
The garden is tastefully laid out ijuse^en- 
tine walks encircling^u artificial basin of 
water^ which makes a very pretty appear- 
ance. I noticed several plants here that I 
had found in Asia op Africa^ and many 
others which are indigenous ; for a more 
minute account of which the reader is referred 
to my Botanical Journal. 

The mineralogical cabinet is too inconsid- 
able to deserve the name. This branch of 
science does not seem to be in favour at tbi^ 
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leMiiftry. It ig indeed hiurdly credftle^ hxA 
I hare heafd it stated^ that the supeiinteod- 
aiits of the university rejected a present of a 
^ry extensive collecMen of minerals some 
years since ! 

The member of the university already 
mentioned gave us sm account of the iiiteriitl 
economy of the seminary. 

The students, said he, are ^vided into 
four classes according to the years of their 
residence, four years being the term required 
for the first degree. They are governed by 
a code of laws peculiar to the university, 
which are administered in a summary mait^ 
ner by the instructors. They are required 
to recite lessons to their tutors or jirofessoite 
daily, for neglecting which they incur pecu- 
niary penalties and other severe ponishmeirtB 
according to the degree of delinquency. They 
are also rewarded for diligence by certaiti 
honorary notices, which are called parts, that 
i 5, characters which individuals are appoint- 
ed to sustain in the public exhibitions. Thesne 
parts have different degrees of henour attach- 
ed to them chiefly by o^nion, (being ia 
themselves upon an equality) and are in- 
tended to be dealt out with reference to the 
differing merits of the pupils. 
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Tim atrafigraifiat^ I dbBerved^ i^pMss 
Tery exoelleat^ well calculated to kisiyre jus^ 
tice a&d tempi^rate eniilatien^ 

^Justice and temperate emulatton!^ re* 
torted Uie yoong man ; alas ! sir, a shwt 
res^Bce here would c<Mivii«:e you oif the 
falkey of reasonmg a priori on tMs sabjepl. 
1'hat the system of reward ai^ punishment 
iido[yted here is on the whole beneficial I am 
But prepared to controvert. And if it could 
be administered with impartiality and intel- 
ligence, many evils would doubtless be avoid-* 
ed, that are often thought inherent. But 
allowing that all the gentlemen instructors 
art' intelligent and conscientious, and dispos- 
lid to be impartial, there are still so many 
circumstances that will always jostle tte 
scale of justice, that merit has rarely credit 
ftwp its true weight. In the first place a young. 
Blau^s character is not always known^ And 
U it is known to his comractes it may not to 
to his instructors. 'Fhe fact however unfor- 
tunately is, that our instructors are not ea- 
^ely exempt freto Imman infirmities. '^Fhere 
is BO sign on their lintek that imperfection^ 
should pass them over. Prejudice, that 
easily b^etting sin, insiimates itself iu every 
shape, and knocks with equal hattd at the 

*6 
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d0«r of tateMTS ftiid studeftiSk Bs w^:^te^ 
oven on stoiil itail sober jiftdgai^tto dewrre 
to be reckoaed aiBjOag.tbe ramarkaUe pfae- 
^meiia of the mind* Favoritism m odioM 
^md ui^ufitev^y .wherej^ but in 4i Uierai|r w^ 
atUatiou^ ^re U bo pbrase ^ repwJirtitu 
ade<|aate to it. Tbe man that mtfoduises or 
couftteaaacQs ii there k gpiilty of tMMOA tot- 
ward the re^ablio of leH^s* 

As to emaki<tio% it strikes root aw^mg ua 
•ufficieatly deep> aud horns fmit bc^ good 
and b^d. 

There are however some eviU which I 
fear are inseparable from oar system of eda*' 
cation. Among theg^ I reckon^ oa the one 
hand^ the yi^iiiy and ligbt-h»adedne»9^ which 
distinguished (and often un^^erved) honours 
produce in yonng mtn tlms premattively 
given up to flattery ; on the other hand> the 
chagrin and disappointsietit of those who 
deserve or think they deserve hig^rhai^nH 
ikaa they obtain. Ttese causes^ althcmgh ei 
an opp<^ite nature^ produce similar effiads : 
eacti injures the disposUkm of iAm y^wig 
m^i and relaxip t^eir exertions^ 

Anotl^r evH of siore serious impcHrt^ al- 
ti^nogh less obvious to notice^ is the ittcidefit%l 
influence of wx system of tduoatioa on fi^- 
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4iwi of in%iiivy. Oar iMttiM4oi% it ki Irue 
do ttot incuf the reproacb of aitofiiptiiig td 
forestkU our opinions ; imck les« dk> they 
hftdg^ia the field of knowledige I^ oon* 
fiiHi^ 416 to bodtd of a pikrticnlftr fiet- 
.Mimont Yet it aattot be denied that 
the anlboirlfy of their known sentimeniB 
t2»av^mllkbly \mMSk omr m^niiiee. The base 
kfltowledg^ of a 0]f^m or theory formed 
and adopted by men who stand on the higjh 
geamkd <tf inetructolrs^ must have an infliieiM^e 
09l tiie ino9t independent minded popiL It 
at least fixes a point of attraction^ aronnd 
^hieh all will revolve, who are too indolent 
or ignorant lo make up their own opMon. 
Thus trath has not and eamurt have fair play; 

Yon are fortunate, sor, in your President ; 
at least he sustains a high reputation, I ^ 
oervod. 

Yes sir, and very deservedly )-«^e is pe- 
cnliarly caknlatod to manage the wayward 
dispositions of yoong men. Since \Am p#Mt- 
d^ncy very material imrproventeid; has heeh 
nade in the poike of tlie seminaty, and it 
•the item of impartiality fornix an insulated 
eaecepiifm, it wonld be ^infg Coo fhut periiaps 
to say that in this the movement has been 
rolM^rade. 
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ISome €^ Gm mstraetors are not unkuowii 
in the literary world. Out President is esh 
teemed an elegant belles-lettres scholar. The 
professor of metaphysics has wriUen a trea- 
tise npon lo^ which if it is not on enlarged 
and philosophical principles^ has certainly 
rendered the subject more simplified and in- 
telligible than it was left by his predecessors. 
The professor of rhetoriek too is not withr 
out literary claims. He entered upon hm 
office under some disadvantages ; but \m 
jEailure has not been so signal as was aatidb- 
pated. Indeed it may be questioned whether 
the narcotic effects of his lectures are noi 
attributable as much to the contrast between 
him and hb predecessor as to intrinsic defect- 
But this gentleman \i'as not contented to 
enact Rigdumfunidos in the cdlege dormi^ 
tory; the silent applause bestowed on his 
hebdomadal lullaby did not satisfy his high, 
reaching mind ; — a few yeai^ ago the poor 
man, like my lady Oo-nimble, had a < history 
ical fit/ He undertook to write a history 
of the late war between : this country and 
Great Britain. A subject of this delicate 
nature was, you may well suppose, little 
suited to the wire edge of his feelings. With 
very little reflection he might have seen a 
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^tftingpurent probabilitf of feilkig: T« 
write sach a history^ a» it ought to be written^ 
^oald requii^ not only a candid and cautious 
]iimd> but chained fe&Hngs and tamed pas^ 
mmm ;— instead of which our priofes<?or went 
tb woife wHfc n^ much headlong ntinchalande 
as he would dogmati!z:e on a theme. He has, 
terweverr, ^ accoutred as he was,* succeeded 
Ml one respect where msoet historians fail,^-^ 
Iffii hai^ frarly rrralled an applauded excels 
fence <rf as anci^rt historian^-^or ki$ history 
«ot 0nJy betrays no partiality nt favour oif 
Ms mi&ve oounti^, bat actually leans againirt 
It Ha tills r^pect I fancy his history is siii 
igeneris. But at all events our prolKssor is 
net alone in bis miscarriage. Attemptgl itit 
die history of the stone period by Mr. Brad&- 
enridge and Mr. Hunt, have b^n followed 
Iff £fiitui"e equally notable — if indeed the 
mawkish stuff of the latter deserve the name 
of history, to which it certainly bears no re- 
semblance. 

To the friend of the American character 
it must be a consolatory reflection that ihh 
book of our professor^s * that roars so loud 
and thunders In the index^ under the name 
of ^ History,^ is not likely to be a lasting blot 
on our national literature. Its utter want of 
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merit as an authentic ste.tement of fact^ wiH 
luckily, avert such a misfortune* 

My idea of this flourishing seminary was 
greatly exalted by what I saw and heard. 
its literary aspect charmed me. And I could 
not help remarking to our youog acquaint- 
ance the happiness he must enjoy. 

Alas. ! sir, I am sotry to tell you that yoaf 
conclusions are again erroneous. If the hap^ 
piness of mankind is fairly measured by that 
within these walls, this world may well be 
thought, (as by some it is,) to be the scrip- 
tural bell, and men in a state of punishment 
If to be in a state of constant turmdil and 
agitation^ — anxious to deserve the reward 
hut doubtful of obtaining it if deserved— if 
to Be happy, then ^nrc 4he «tttdent& ei fida 
university happy. 

But emulation is not the only cause of un- 
happiness here. The course of study pre- 
scribed for us, if the best, is not always the 
most pleasant,— nor is a person always in a 
humour to apply himself; espedally to per- 
form the labour meted out by a literary 
task-master. 

We left this classical retreat highly grati- 
fied. We returned to the city over one of 
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the long bridges (of which there an a nuiu* 
ber) that connects it with the adjacent coun- 
try. It was evening ; and the li^ts of this 
and the neighbooring bridges had a very 
pleasing effect. 
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GHAP. XI. 



4 



President's VisH Fmrth of July Oratim^ — B&8t0» 

Hospitality^ 

July- A few days ag© I witnei^ed o&e 
of the most moving scenes that I have sec9 
mince 1 was at Morocco : — ^the Fregident Imr 
fihaw of these states made his public etike 
into this city. And it was a hewrt toucU^ 
scene to observe with what affisctk>n his sub- 
jects gathered around him-^to sec the ehief 
citizens holding his stirrup w bridle^ kissi^ 
bis hands^ &c- &c. Their loyalty fordbljr 
reminded me of the Kmperor's reception 
when he graciously vouchsafed to visit his 
subjects. The procession for the President 
yifnSf however, much the most splendid — old 
men and boys, young men and maidens pre- 
ceded and followed him. A deputation m^ 
him many miles* from the city. A strong 
military detachment served as an escort and 
It life-guard. During his* residence here the 
city has put on a new face — ^all is movement^ 
hUarity and parade. 
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Yestetday was the grand hdyday of the 
cmwtry^ bemg the anmversary of the inde- 
pcmdence fd the ttatioo. An oration in oom« 
mooOTatioii of Uie event was delivered* The 
Qnim .^w his topics from tibe hisUny of 
fkfi jmffi^^ Hifi delivery was plain and 
unaffected^ and the scope of thought quitt 
^rndkabletahi^ialeiits andxeflection. This 
mtmB to wlitate with what lay friend has 
fymffu^^M^ of the habits of the young 
mma ^<^t9W» heiog iBOwsistent with siudf 
a»A'patho4iqil ,fl4^^^ " ^ 8 " ^ perhaps it is 

'TJ^e^-P-r^sidemt was at this Mlemnity of 
fpoafM);^ nothing is fnoWrdone o^^liought 
#f fwiAtot hip. The puhtie .pniits^g^e 
dai^ bidletiiMi oi his mav^ments^^where hi 
has been and where he is going to be^ ^c. 
'. ]M^.£rifadinf<pms^n»ethat4he]^resid<^t'8 
advent iiaabeen attended wiih'jiqme.nipiarkr 
4Jde phenopdena. It Is ^»u4 tp have fairlf 
jtwned ihe^NTWi; of ope ^iti^^ whose types^ 
^ |>y instio|Dt^ . «pell nothing .but Presideni^ 
refusing every combination but^nieh aa^p«r^ 
tains to him^ or his horse^ or his leather 
tireeches. Some pretend to say, however, 
ifaiUr the- President ig not the ori^al cansa 
of his mental malady, oi which they cUk 
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tieverar previons indkations^ socli as ihc 
anile fondness which he betrayed for tit« 
wedding garments of a Mr. Russell a^ 
wife^ and the .cmt-landish words that he %cs 
gan to use, as ^ Newspaperials/ &c.«~attd 
several other symptoms of his distemper do 
they enumerate. y 

Among the physical phenomena of tfai 
President's approach^ continued my fineirt^ 
the most wonderful is th» attraction vt seveMl 
large bodies out of their cnrb!tdr'*toifae &bh 
tance of thirty or forty miles. ^ Borne attHb«te 
this astonishing phenomenon in pax^ Kilontt 
influence^ under the idea that the presidential 
attraction alonc^^as inadeqirate to sc^ »n 
efBect* Legal measures are In con^nrplitioti 
to ascertain the correctness of this eonjee- 
ture* 

The President is said to be well pleased 
with the loyalty and hospitality of- tiiis dty. 
Its hospitality was Icnown and has been 
mpplauded before ; and if I hare not Mtbeiiii 
bwne testimony to it^ it is. not becmtse I tft5 

not entertain a dde sense of it. * ■* ' 

. ' • . #- . f 

* Query — What does my friead mean by legcd 
ineamres in this connexion ? — A. B, 

A writ de lunatieo inqnirendo is probably intcaded in 
ik% text— rr. 
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My friend has frequently cUscussed tfaii 
ftobjeciwitfa me when he hM heard me ex- 
tolUng the hospitality of this people* Tou 
&11 into the name mistake that most straa- 
geKs do upon this point, said he — and it is 
A very nataral mistake. But a closer in^ 
fpection demonstrates it to be such. When 
M stranger comes 4nto town whose character 
orccmnexions give him authority or ecla^ 
Boirtonkuis are all attention — no people can 
be more oAciously polite-^the forms of etf- 
quette are dispensed with^ and no one thinks 
B pariy complete unless the stranger is 
there. He of course finds his residence of a 
few weeks yery pleasant^ and conceives a 
hi^ idea of the hospitality of the people^ 
whirii he gratefully publishes rai his return 
to his home. This accounts for the name 
ibis town has unduly acquired for hospital- 
ity^ especially at a distance. Bui at the 
time that they go so far out of the way for 
bim^ they will pass others unnoticed whose 
character is equally respectable imd who 
have equal claims en thdr politeness ; but 
who unluckily are not buoyed up by such 
powerful auxiliary aid. And the very peo- 
ple who thus throw open their doors to a 
distinguished stranger^ will receive a ^ coun- 
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iry cousin' or acquaifltance^ witli a IooIl thai 
\fould chin the heartland wift civility meas- 
ured according to the prohable dtin^on c^ 
his stay. Nay, sir, at the rery time that 
they are picying such extmragaut court to a 
stranger, they hav^ acquaintances who ai% 
every way respectable and with whom they 
have been in habits of intimacy ftom Hmt 
youth up, both at school and the university, 
but toward whom their hospitality has never 
extended farther than a passing nod, or tit^ 
interchange of unmeaning civilities. If !lm 
is hospitality, then do Bostoniaus deserve 
credit for it. The fact is, thait the hospita- 
ble people of this town live in a constant 
dread of being burthened by their acquaint- 
ance ; and this liberal feeling is but pai^lly 
Bmothered by the honour of entertaining* % 
distinguished stranger. If you receive ttiia 
account with distrust, it is creditable to your 
heart, but a better knowledge of the town 
will undeceive you. 

tJpon this statement of my friend I shall 
take occasion to make some remarks here- 
after. 
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CHAP. xn. 

* »B$^ <if ite%ion tfi .Bost<>n--^It9 CharitahU Imtitms^ 

I HAVE been at considerable pains to catcb 
the.feligious feeling of this people^ to as- 
cc^rtain the strength and bearing of their 
prejudices. With this view^ I have attend^ 
ed their worship at the various churches of 
tl)e city; which on their Sabbath are in 
. g^tteral very fully attended^ The audience 
. appear^ to consist mostly of the middle 
and upper classes. Where^ thought I, do 
the poorer people worship ?— or do Chris^ 
tians think them of too little importance to^ 
make provision for them ? For a sobutibn^ 
I Wfnt as usual to my friend.. He informs 
Bie that the common people are gi^nerally 
too i^oor to attend the established worship- 
er rather, if I rightly understood^ him> ther 
Christians have established a sort of reli- . 
fidous aruBtoora^y; of which wealth is tha^ 
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principal ingredient For this pnrpose^ tbe 
interior of their churches is parceled out 
into a great number of mall apartmante 
which are botight up by pe(^e of wealthy 
who alone are able to bay them. By this 
ingenious and truly Ghristian expedient 
all who are not able to buy one of theM 
apartmertis^ are crowded out of the ohw^» 
The number of these IfM been computed tq 
be rather more than two thirds of the p^pm* 
lation of the city. How much mbre h** 
inane Are the otdinaWces of the yiWpWit ! • 

The rrti^ous services </t the €5ta4stkii« 
j^i*e not so vdlemn ani^ approprittf^as MIe 
rikats <>rdained by the TProphet; Imt frete 
the best observations I could matte^'I^ata 
inclined to think that fhey are pei4briitAt 
with nearly as fciuch ^devotton. TPftl** ttlift- 
i$ters, I must admft^ go through the soknn* 
nities with more propriety and judgn^et^ 
than our Imaunis and are in general iM¥e 
respectable and better informed* TPlltlr 
manners of preachiirg are very Wsshniliik 
Some enforce their doctrfnes^fth a lirfn^eft 
*nd natural eloquence, woWhy *f a bcM«r 
Mth. ' Others appeared rafther eicftiiui&riai^e 
^nd dogmaCticals-— and others ^gain, «e«r»«fd 
'ito preachy (toitse my ^friend^ ^txptess^^) 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



terbeibemdof WW* He bM(ffe^pfi»tij told ^ 

MMd ikfA tjm» pmAw^mi «re nci fond •£ 

«IMy» And smcmWj^ im tbls et^ eapeckdly^ 

cmitmd; hAbtto iuqp9opitioii» hath to rctec^ 

tioo aad application. Thit howef er IbaM 

iMird cMitradioAcd by ath^rs^ and am iiu 

dmpd toAUok ihat AaM we ti kajit aome 

«3b0i|^i9M te iii(|r. frifiiid> «^Ueiiieat 

. The li^ aire^ieairanMlgr aiteebed to tlitir 

piCMMliffa. Bat Ala attaeimmit ia moi vei^ 

Qnlig^taaedi and ia iM«t isomaiaidT-emuloiia 

and ejedsfire^ ffffendiag orip to Om praach- 

flfifiil ^tlieif iwm .pariab .or db»(li« This 

4ipirii^»M«rtbMa leaida tiMUii iotetiie gtasaest 

UlaMttqieci».aad«me)Aii^ji^^ fmriftbair 

mm If re Afibar ^oea abroad to paeadi mi tome 

-9tiMm cibwcbt bie pafiflbiaBem sdo not conceal 

tbeir djaaa^factioii^ and treat bis aubatiloto 

VTitb yery lUAt. c&cem^uy. If tbay are in> 

cbflircbibelSye tbey IM^ Appraed itf tiie ia- 

^a^yportable duaige .tbojr aenetiinee l^ave Uf 

bpt Qiore frequently Ibey talLecare to ohtala 

yrevions intelligM^ md nf Dwrae leaiie 

tjliair.peiira vacant. Tbuft tl^pDcur paatof^ 

dlfiable to.^ber bii 4Mk> pteaci^ to tiw 

IVAllf^ ^ Miae ipirtfxif:iHi Ibia fiutidioas 

aiE|cto^ai| h^aqiiRiM tbisp^^ 

^liMUffA JMiediblc^ leasiibe* Si ia ioid tbeF 
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JtAva adully m^fsMkA^mmpt^miimmm^m-^ 
^ to offieMte i^aia m tlMir dmN^ii ! imdtMl 
1^ dMm resolved to jg0 to beavea itt their 
4mn wey^ and nsdet o^pUiM 4^ thw ^wn 

Tfaetiuthttf^ tamd my ftieid wmTerwMi; 
vpon tliis «ui]9ec^<^*4lie 4nith b iliey* g»*iD 
church just as 4hei)r g» to the thei^re, puifl|r 
from habit aad pat dy to pass aa idle bow^ 
or to escape from the iead eimoi ; and jf 
tl^y can hear a tmiie or two well mngy smd 
a good Toice fi^im the diosk accem panied wMh 
n, handsome (xvamtemmce, they retom $ail«^ 
fed^ sjad yfi& raptme adcnewledge that thagr 
have heard < the most svperb psayer ttiat was 
evw adikesaed to aa Midieace!' Indeed 
their rdigien is esseDtially th«atriciiJ^ ib 
no catholic country perhaps is the power #r 
epBctade so great as it is here. This is 
evid^t firom the ^atrical treatment whk^ 
their preachers receive^ which tor ftekleness 
and ci^rice^ is worthy of the ^ gods and god- 
desses' that preside over the sti^sw Ai 
proachii^^ all the t<9wn assume to be cea- 
?noisseors; and where this is tbecas^ ^hafd 
isthefiite of the preacher;^ for their ca- 
« price equals timt infataation. If he hap» 
pens U^tffkey he is ejctolled adcoel^m^ their 
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to twsj^ pi^Ki^ AiA MMiJbe Uiat jMMM«hi 

mhnotmmm twos m^ fQtt» Urn liat^^wil 
unother ttp^ iMteirt^li^ jfai^ ^tinr twiBklifl^ 
4i$nni9y^^ ^^my gattdM diiipppnf^ jund 
^tt« {iwr^yttiledsRivB^aa it «klaa£ i^adt 
«ffNt8 IMdi Mow m kcr tsK^^vwit lUMwaJaft 
^MBBVbtlli* AiMthw! y ottft eoMics inlMi fcufc 
i<m« with face am iffllni^^ sml voice m ffnrobi 
Hi? Mi p^eoisacirfcu It !& luiw his torn to 
4lMiA4^4a«p& eapth^ ; mdnfirar ihe noni. 
fog iiftis ^ ftid;iety siftg A&praiscft tof^tliiv.. 
It ii oeedtoiiie addihat, iiifulBes«^ timo^ 
iie ako goes the way of hk ^edecessor. 

A ipicofattioi^ mi tin i«)rt invobred the 
^dod ^ople of one. pari^ m a laoglial^ 
wedkmaiint. A young mmi*id talents too 
^real to be cofitetted wMb eanw idoog. 
'Hhe pwplo of Ao paxwhlaforeiald^ aaimirod 
Um^ of ^rnmse^ ratiier hefete tkoy keard Imtk , 
ftriaek They had heard him fer adme iimt 
With wondearfbl coiwtancy of afieotton^ whoB 
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lie, ciOust doabihi; tifek steliiHijr or wbhins 
to MTMge 4ii« tktm q€ hb brethreii, toek aA 
Q|iporfai«^ to m«te back to ftem ikeir ofwm 
neasiatt. He aoeordiBgly Jtft^ flttm, aod 
ti^too with civeumstafices of tiitfaeanrd ef' 
eraelty, and cdld bloodednegs ! His ptmahi^ 
too^s were iBCoiisciIable ; ihdt wMsdwi 
pride kMw mo balai. ^* To be freaietl so by 
%ioy! who oagbt to ha*re been grateM fer 
tke Aajior we eoaferred npmt him t^ • -■ 

The ^l^;ne to this mmico-iragicai exl& 
ha^MO: U laid to be in a siato of for wafdri egi % 
tuid ia expected^ to be «^ more foeeltolta^ 
ttaamiM^h as ^cpevie^iee diaregarddl^ rmi- 
ders even distress ridknlmuu 

But« said I, if religion is really at so low 
an ebb in this dfy, how eemm it timt ite 
people are at so great expense in bnilding 
churches and supporting teachers, &:c. ? 

This may be accounted for, he replied, itt 
two ways. In the first place public opinioft 
and the laws require it. In the next place 
they make the most of necessity by turning 
it into an occasion to display their wealth 
and generosity. How far all the charitabto 
institutions of the town might be accounted 
for on the latter principle it would be invid- 
ious to enquire. We ought rather to re^oioe 
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Mk Uie ^lod ejflfecte of evea a wrMg motiye^ 4 

and 9veii admire the wisdom tibat makM evm 
bad materials work together for good. Suf- 
tee it thoB to state that the iababitaiite of 
this towu are remarkably liberal md ^Wic 
sjgiilited; and \|iat scarcely any charitable 
8up<]M|e is allowed to languish for want of 
^ fostering aid of the wealthy. And when 
yiey subscribe for the erection of Hospitals 
for the iM^e^fi^d simiUv Uwdahle poiposes^ 
ll»##t fI*J^^ M »ui»ly oycht not to be 
4i»Wfi«nft«»tioii by, any soppo^d .rever- 
^jl^yj^gr^or 9(^j^inieiU iftteres^^ 
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iH/fornce of xafeaUh — ks tendeny to da^rciy ihe ^horM 
Jc(cillHes'^Ckirruption of hnguag^-^ffild hnii. 

te MUd^liuift itbe nwsd <ir tftsitiEiiia ^4MMIft 

%iit9— at leafi«i»^ fleefiiis4o1^i3i#r4Sk^ 
oyer the world. That this i» {we-eainenfly 
trae in this town I am mote convinced tba 
more I become acquainted with its cUisaM 
and the instrumentB qf opinien in applica- 
tion among theln. Whatever may be thooglit 
by the learned respecting Archimedes' aUe- 
gory^ it is quite ceiisin that the only lever 
that can move this city is (wiAout a mota* 
phor) money. And never did this lever msk 
Vfdth greater purchase than here. He^ th^t 
holds this, needs nothing else — he is listened 
to with the li^ost dwility, and. his dicta are 
treasured up and repeated with the most un- 
doubting submission. He has admirers 
wherever he appears who are ambilious of 
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"puffing him without hope of reward, save the 
honour of it. A general pre-disposition to 
praise, approve or admire more surely indi • 
cates this mine and its owner than all the 
arts of rahdomancy. Whatever he thinks 
or does is right, and every appendage of his 
is excellent — ^his manners are the most per- 
fect^ his equipage the most elegant, and his 
daughters the fairest and altogether lovely, 

Woie" -to the wight without money who 
taait§ iti competition with fetm, with only 
e^ftl ttierits— his superiority must he over- 
poweriiig or his case is desperate. 

This money worshij^ has ndt only vitiated 
the 1601^1 sense of this people,^ but has ac- 
tually corrupted ttieit language. 'Of this the 
word good is a remarkable instance. This, 
by a characteristic metaphor, no longer ex- 
presses moral but pecuui^ry qualities, and is 
applied not to the heart but tM purse. Thus 
w^en they say that this or that man is good, 
they mean that he has property or is able to 
pay a debt ! 

My friend often descants upon the 5 Bos- 
ton god,' as he calls money ; which he says 
constitutes both their larea and penates. It ^ 
is astonishing and melancholy, he would say, 
'to sec the adoration of this mighty deity 5 
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before which Bel boweth^ Neba stoopetb — 
to see even strong miods brokeE down by 
Its influeiK:e^ and lose all sense of right 
and wrong, of merit and demerit. I am not 
wondering that tiie bnlk of the people an 
but partially informed and willing to take 
opinions at retail as they do thek gin and 
tobacco^ But to see the moral sense erased 
from the mind, and a general prostratk>n of 
principle before the shrine of wetflth — and 
that too among the better inforaied«-*is in- 
deed intolerable. It ought to be reprobated 
and held up to public scorn. But this dis- 
position, odioas and contemptiUe as it is, 
mi^ht be pardoned, or at least ^tied a&d 
disregarded, if its consequences were only 
of a private and personal natore*— they 
might bend the knee to wealth, perrert tfamr 
language, sell their daughters in wedlock to 
the highest bidder whether fool or knave, 
and, — but for the puhUc effects of the c^t- 
duet, its influence on our national character 
and political institutions— I certainly would 
not trouble myself nor disgust you with the 
mention of it. But when I consider that 
this omnipotence of wealth is as subvernve 
of the spirit of republicanism as it is of 
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morality and justice^ I think it ought to be 
marked with pnblic censure and contempt. 
It may be thought strange that such a 
pernicious weed should take root in this 
town^ emphatically styled the nursery of 
BUtrtf. But we must remember that it ac- 
quired and deserved that appellation in the 
ditys of simplicity and integrity, before the 
apotheosis of wealth — before the contagion, 
of servility had been scattered by the blasts 
ef patronage. In those patriarchal days 
fiavcmritism had not become systematized 
fitid so incorporated with ttie ideas and feel- 
ings of the people as at present. Then 
men laid their account to rise not by patron- 
age but by merit. And it is now worth the 
consideration of those whose cdnduct and 
example stamp the character of a people ta 
UHjuire, whether this course of conduct h 
consonant with the genius of our institutions- 
Mid government ; or whether it does not 
tend to break down that spirit of indepen- 
dence which is the stamina of our free gov- 
^rmnent. They ought to reflect too, whether 
it would not be a more generous policy to 
patronize merit only, instead of drawing; 
itround them parasites and flatterers who 
expect to live by borrowed conH^uence — 
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whether their tabks and drawing rooms 
would not be as much honwed^ and thenv^ 
selves aud families as mi¥:h edified by the 
intercourse of independent a&d cultivated 
minds who exact a respectful <:o-e%ualityi 
as by the presence of a servile peeus who 
watch the nod and re^eci^ the sentiments of 
their host. 

I am persuaded that if the town ever re« 
covers from this distemper, the cure must 
come from this source. , To ta]4( of peoplesf 
curing themselves^ of their returning ex 
mero motu to the erect course of indepen» 
dence^ and throwing off their mental vas- 
salage by their own strength is altogether 
idle. They are not even conscious of their 
disease. On the contrary^ they think them* 
selves the most independent and impartial 
of mortals^ without a single sordid or s^rvikii 
particle in their composition. And they are 
even more sensitive than most people un^r 
the imputation of being sycophantic or timh 
serving, and swallowing thb opinions of 
those whom ^loney or fashion has deiftc^^ 
A people sitting in such palpable daikness 
will never come to the light of themselves ; 
for there is reason to femr that their organ 
of pesceiiron is decayed. 
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Besides^ it is right that the cure should 
come from the same source with the malady. 
if men of i^tion and talents (who ought 
better to have regarded what they owed to 
tltentselves and to their country,) have been 
instrumenfetl in introducing a system of fa- 
Toritism and its concomitants, fawning ser- 
vility and meanness ; they surely are the 
men to begin the work of reformation, of 
bringing back their townsmen to their prim- 
itive integrity. By so doing they may make 
some slight amends for the mischief they 
have occasioned. 

But if the people of this town, continued" 
my friend^ attach so much importance to 
wealth, it is but fair to allow that they show 
some judgment in the use of it. After the 
daims of vanity and display are satisfied, 
they commonly cast about them for monu* 
meats to which to affix their names> thus- 
attempting to acquire by the purse the sem- 
blance of the meed due only to talents and 
virtue. Those who cannot afford to build 
halls or market houses, purchase immense 
tracts of wild land^ contented to lose the 
firet cost and accruing charges, provided^ 
they are allowed to christen a township of 
bears and sables by their own name y. \yhklu 

*8 
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they hope by this means to send down to 
future ages. It may be said^ perhaps^ that 
convicts and debtors have their names per« 
petoated and transmitted to posterity on 
gaol books and judicial records ; but that 
48 a very different sort of celebrity. 
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eHAP.XIV. 

Domestic Economy of Bostonians — Their Esprit du 
Corps — Its Consequences. 

I DO not agree with my friend that this pe- 
coniarj propensity deserves censure chiefly* 
on account of its tendency to subvert the 
government of the country. It appears to 
me that its private and domestic effects are 
equally pernicious and lamentable. Among 
these may be reckoned the expensive habits^ 
the preposterous itching for style and pa- 
rade so common in this city, and so preju- 
dicial to the comfort and happiness of fami- 
lies. Nothing is more frequent than to see 
men^ ^with means too humble for their 
haughty minds/ in moderate circumstances 
with a young and numerous family de- 
pendant on their exertions^ anticipate their 
income^ involve themselves in. debt, and at 
their death bequeath to their families penury 
and dependence. In no other country, I 
believe^ is the style of living so dispropor- 
tioned to the ability or property as here* 
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111 Europe if people live in splendor^ they 
are generally able to bear tbe expence, with- 
out breaking in upon their capital. Here it is 
quite otherwise. Men with no property but 
a stated salary swallow up that by affecta- 
tion and extravagance^ and losing all fore- 
cast, bring up a family with a certain pros- 
pect of poverty. 

These habits of extravagance are not con- 
fined to the men. The laMes have ^eir 
full share ; and in fondness £or finery and 
dress exceed even the ladies of Botany Bay.^" 
It is said that London miHiners receive theur 
largest orders from this country, and iilquii«- 
with surprise who tti^e is h««e atble to sup- 
port such style ? 

The inhabitants ci this town, (said 4By 
fiiend,) have one trait, I must aHow, thai i^: 
altogether honorable to them. The esfrit 
du corps for which they are distinguished 
certainly does honor to their feelings. It ift 
true that it gives them* the air of novtces whett- 
they are caught abroad, and strangers eve*' 
accuse them of iHiberality, when lliey^per- 
ccive their ideas all centre around theit, owft- 
native town ; \mt Bostonians are wise enough 

. ♦ Vide Brewster's Eiu^clopediK^art. Cdlooy. 
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U> disregard the ill-natured pleasauky oC 
southern wa^^ and go on tiieir way rejoic- 
ing that they are not as other men. 

This ami9Ji)le attadim^nt to the things ^ 
this town is productive of a variety of inter- 
esting effects. la young men and misses it 
produces a suitable ignorance of all out-ofr 
town or ^ cotintry^ mattes— -under which 
term ^ country' thisy intend certain tora in- 
cognifai al¥)ut which their ideas are as flatr 
tering and aeq^ly &s aqqurate ai» they are of 
Siberia or £1 Bahhah Soudan. Now air 
though this ignorance ostentatiously avowed 
to ^ country cousins' exposes them very un- 
reasonably to the charge of affectation^ yet it 
certainly presents them v^ a meek and unasr 
suming point of view. In those who have 
arrived to maturity its effects are eqoallj 
happy. Meet them on 'Change or in their 
drawing rooms^ you find them always uni- 
form — always exhibiting the same enviable 
complacency and self-importance^ — their ideas 
always bounded by the same circumference^ 
to wit^ tkeir town; and always revolving 
around the same centre^ to wit^ them$elve9. 

TMs excellent characteristic gives this 
people many enjoyments which the world 
knows not of. By the help of this they keep 
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It constant procession of great and celebrated 
personages passing before them ; whose 
greatness is only visible to Boston eyes^ and 
whose celebrity Bostonians entirely monopo- 
lize. It makes them in short a little world 
of their own, whcwe vast com^ems engross 
their whole attention and outweigh in their 
minds the rest of the universe. 

A Bostonian abroad can never regain long 
mcog. : if yon find him in New- York, Balti- 
more or elsewhere, you soon perceive by h& 
dip what quarry he comes from. His empty 
consequential air, his real and pretended ig- 
norance, are marks which soon betray him. 
In conversation he displays with exquisite 
"naivete his predilection for his own dear 
^own. Its paramount importance is tlie lemma 
of every proposition and the bout of every 
observation. And if any thing is in disptrte 
he appeals to the example- of his aforcsiutd 
town with the mo^ conclusive confidence, 
these enlarged tod liberal views exhibit hhn 
to strangers in a very pleasant and patriotic 
light. ♦ 

There is one case in wMch the tendency 
of this esprit da corps is thought to be of a 
questionable nature, that is, in its cfffecte tm 
(statesmen and legislators. Some have con- 
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tended that this Bostonian feeUag^ by con. 
tracting the views of statesmen -whpxA the 
towa has sent forth^ renders them less fitted 
to make laws for a great nation. But ihh 
objection is founded on an assumption alto- 
gether inadmissable> viz. the subordinate im-« 
portance of this town compared with the rest 
of the natiom 

To ^ve you a thorough understanding of 
this subject it is necessary to obs^re that 
not every one that lives in Boston is subject 
to tlus esprit du corps in its full extent. 
There are too classes of citizens widely dif- 
fering in their own estimation from each 
other. The first class comprehends those 
who were born in town, and whose parents 
before them made it their domicil. l^he 
second class includes such as have migrated 
hither to sojourn for a season, to buy and 
sell or pursue a profession. The former 
draw a deep line of circumvallation around 
their body to preserve its integrity from all 
plebean commixion. They look upon the 
second class as interlopers and intruders^ 
who are encroaching upon their patrimony, 
corrupting the city manners* by standing 
< between the wind and their nobility.^ 

* Vide the life of R. T. Paine prefixed to his work*. 
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The either class are a peaceable well d^s- 
posed^ and hannless sort of people^ not so 
high minded as their Ibrethren^ and occasion- 
ally ^xhibitin^ a gleam cf ihdepetideiilce. 
The first class assume a loftier gait, and 
claim an exclusive patent^'right to the immu- 
nities of gentility and fashion ; but the second 
possess full as many qualities of gentlemen. 
Both are alike slaves of fashion and opinioUi 
but the second class retains still a few sparki 
of moral sense not yet extinguished by flife 
powerof money. 
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9omnunctmeni at Camhrdge — The Exercises — Ameru 
tan Literature — Causes of its Inferiority — Puffing. 

J^ August Yesterday I went with the 
multitude to see the grand Gommeneement 
exhibition at the University. The exercises 
were performed by those students who, hav- 
ing finished their term are about leaving the 
institution and receiving its degrees. Th6 
recitations were delivered from a temporary 
stage erected in a church, the pulpit of which 
served for the President's throne. They 
were composed in various languages, such 
as English, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, fee- — 
none in Arabic! Their Latin and Greek 
savoured strongly of English, both in pro- 
nunciation and style. ITie former in par- 
ticular struck me oddly, owing I believe 
chiefly to the long flat sound which they uni- 
formly give to the letter a, and the American 
sound of the letter t, and also to occasional 

9 
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wrong accent. I am inclined to think how- 
ever that the genuine English pronunciation 
jof the classical languages is more sonorous and 
perhaps nearer that of the ancients than the 
pronunciation of the French or of any other 
European nation except th^ Italians^ and the 
descendants of the ancient Greeks. * 

The oratory of the young men was natural 
and unimpassioned ; addressed mostly to the 
understanding. But they nearly all failed 
in the first great requisite of good speakings 
by not making tliemselveg heard — or if heard 
they did not fill the house and force them- 
aelves on their audience. Their gestures 
were frequently incorrect and their manners 
generally awkward.. And their articulation 
and emphases might in some, instances have 
been improved. There were also faults of a 
higher order that might be pointed out, if 
one were disposed to criticism — such as the 
choice of trite subjects, and the tame common 
place ideas announced as novelties^ &c. &c. 
But due allowance ought to be made for the 
youth of the performers. Upon the wholly 
the exhibition was gratifying and creditable 
to individuals and tlie institution. 

The audience was numerous and brilliant^ 
composed of the literati and fashionables of 
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tbe city ai^d neighl^oYing country. The ladi^ 
especially, in their ambitious costumes, made 
an imposing show. The President of tbe 
University seated on his throne presided 
over the solemnities. His rotund figure and 
luminous countenance, braced in his official 
robe, and surmounted with a square black 
cap, made rather a grotesque spectacle. 

The day was closed, with festivity, as is 
the custom in this country. A public dinner 
is given by the University* Of this I par- 
took by the invitation of my friend, who hav- 
ing taken the degrees of the institution, had 
a right to invite me. Here T found myself 
among the Proceres of the land-— civil, mili- 
tary, ecclesiastical and literary characters. 
After dining they surig a hymn, in which I 
joined with great devotion. When I saw 
several venerably appearing divines joining 
in the festive and devout scene, I could not 
repress a sigh that they would probably be 
left to die as they have lived in error and 
misbelief! 

When we were returning to the city our 
conversation turned on the literary character 
of the country. We both agreed in allowing 
the Am^icans, talents equal to the inhabit- 
ants of the £asteta world. And yet^ said I, 
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how comes it that ampRg so maby engaged 
in the literary race^ so few have gained any 
considerable prize? , so few have arrived at 
excellence in literature or made discoveries 
fai" science ? To this my friend replied^ that 
this is a problem which many on both sides 
of the Atlantic had tried to solve. But no 
solution that I have yet seen appears entire^ 
ly satisfactory. It has always appeared t» 
me that the opferative cause of our literary 
inferiority is to be found in the propensit;^ tA 
imitation which is an endemick in this couh^ 
try. The truth is, we have always been m 
a state of pupilage — our liteititi ' (if indeed 
there is such a body in the country,) looking 
up to Europe for instruction, and our soi 
disant gentry for fashion^ and all receiving 
their lesson with implicit docility. We found 
it more easy to throw off the political than 
the literary government of foreigners, niii 
jnimetic disposition so destructive of inven- 
tion and originality, is not confined to litera- 
ture — it is tbe predominant characteristic of 
the people. Nor is it peculiar to cities, it ^ 
extends the whole length of the sea-ccmst, 
and pen'ades the entire depth of the interior. 
One village imitates another village thought 
to be more refined or wealthy; and one m^ 
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ifidnal 9^M H nei^d^our wbom he ccmsidrai 
his supmor. Without douJit the popalar 
form of our ggYernment — ^by taJkiag c^t of 
the market a large proportion of the best 
talentfih^has had its effect in firolonging owt 
%b^mr^ mnoviij. But ihis alone does n^ 
fieep Adequate to such an effect^ ^or rather 
ji^lJgM^ But whatever may be the.cause^ 
thei^ct is uDdeniable^-4he taste of our 
country is essentially crude and . unformed. 
Al&ough our colleges and univer^ttesaire 
numerous and flourishing^ and knowledge 
probably, more generally diffused liere than» 
among any other people^ yet (and it is aston% 
ishing to see it) few even of those who re- 
<;eive what is termed a liberal educaUon ever 
mature a literary taste or pursue any brancli 
of learning,, except what is necessary to the 
practice of a profesdon. From this circum- 
stance the fiisld of literature is abandoned to 
«mpuricks and pretenders^ wh€»e jejune pro< 
ductions gain some notoriety because our 
liational vanity has nothing better to feed* 
upon. 

It is but too true I fear (continued my 
friend) that the obstacles to literary e^tcel- 
lenee in this country are indigenous. The 

^9 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



habits of the people are not stddkftis. W#' 
have very few among lis who sttidy for tW 
love of study. * Our scholars are impatieni: 
for profit before they have acquired capitaL 
In accordance with the trafficking spirit of 
the country, they manufacture their flimi^' 
wares for immediate sale. * *.->■■ t 

But although our literature is thillHfliU!i ' 
rially unripe, and our writers exhibit few 
marks of erudition or matured reflection^ (mr 
literary annals can boast of some specimens - 
of wonderful precocity and still more won- 
derful modesty. In a late ma^zine pub* 
lished in a neighboring city, and edited by 
a youth fully out of his teens, I lately found* 
a precious proof of this : — ^the unassumhig' 
reviewer, after using a number of celebrated 
names with very little ceremony, knocks Du- 
gald Stuart quite down. He concludes a 
notable piece of garrulity after this sort— 
^' We wish our readers to know that Stoari 
has very little, originality, has made very> 
few discoveries in the philosophy of the hu-. 
man mind ; is indebted to Dr. Reid for a 
system that is generally sound !'^ &c. &c. — 
Analect. Mag. Aug. I8I7. All this is nice 
no doubt : but^ this magazine can furnish 
other specimens not a whit behind it. Tht 
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Mme jonrnal affords an example of the api&g^ 
disposition of our writers which I have just 
mentioned. Its awkward and mawkish hni^ 
tation extends even to the style and turn of 
expression. Whoever is acquainted with 
the Edinbui^h and Quarterly- Reviews will 
find the style of this journal as much like 
that dT. those as the gait and dress of a cham* 
bennaid are like those of her misteess. ^ 

It may be thought strange that the sam# 
people should be habitually under the influ* 
ence of imitation^ and yet betray such an 
itch for innovation — as we Americans cer- 
tainly do^ as appears by the strange words 
and bombastic style which we meet with in 
American made books. I will not under-, 
take to explain this apparent paradox ; nor 
decide which disposition is most prejudicial 
to literary taste and national character. 

In the public papers this morning I ob- 
served the .literary exercises at the univer-' 
sity^ some of which were designated as being 
peculiarly excellent. These encomiums were 
tm I thought generally misplaced. I so far* 
distrusted however the correctness of my 
judgment as to ask the opinion of my friend, 
ceadingto him at the same time the laudatory 
isritique in the pap^. He burst into a hearty- 
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hm^. Is it pmmUe, saU fafi^ Q^ ygm 
hmfe lived ao long in tbis town and do not iwh 
d^mtrad the puffing system in fashion^hera? 
Jt IS tnoi^e than ^robaJ}le that ijbe wjrites of 
tiy^ critiu^e was not even pvesent at the ex* 
Whiti9B$ or if he waa^ had first written hw 
memAjL TJ^eae pnffs are generally maur* 
aged in a verjr ingenious way^ and are foiu^ 
to be ^ the aovereigQest ttong on earth/ wh^i 
diilfiill^ appUed ; especially in a tosni 
wh«re opiniona-are an artide of retaiL In 
tida tojmi the earliest pnff is eonunoidy the 
mMt sneceaaftil, as. it is sore to find theie»* 
l^hrtened cits completely €|»nion^a9/ and 
seady to b^ carried about % every wmd of 
puffing. When these collegiate exesekea 
ate the subject, 8<wie offldous friei^ «r iut- 
pient editor is: generally the puSor. And - 
the teohnieal introduction of this class ei 
pnlSs. is in the words following, to wit, 
^^ Whtf e all performed so w^, it would ba 
invidious to discriminate, we cannot foebear 
however yuaf to observe that the chaste style 
md impressive eloquence of Mr. A. B. gave 
disUnguished gratification.'^ This b usually 
translated thus, ^ as to the merits of the:per- 
fwmanees I did not pay sufficient attention 
to be able to decide, yet as I, the pufflbr^ an 
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the especial friend of Mr. A. 6. (the poffee^) 
I cannot forbear just to take this method to 
induce the puhlic to believe that he is a sur- 
prising youth^ and did in very deed surpass 
all his class-mates^' &c. &c. 



^^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

AH Bey prepares to leame town — Tribute of gratitude t9 
the hospitaUty of Bostoniam — Their character — Com' 
pared with the Inhabitants of Algiers^ 4^. 

SOth Sept. My friend* has at length 
concluded to accompany me in my tonr 
tl»oagh the southern and western part of 
the country. We have made our arrange- 
ments to set out to-morrow in a chaise and 
pair. For a few days past I have been oe-. 
cupied in taking leave of my numerooi 
friends — ^for such I will ever e^ieem ttem. 
Our parting is very cordial and affects me to 
the heart* 

I must here once for all state my unquali- 
fied dissent from my friend's opinion re- 
specting the hospitality of the citizens of th« 
town. Surely if any thing can be called 
• hospitality their humanity and politeness to 

* It appears from a subsequent part of the MS. 
that this ' friend' of oiir traveller who makes so 
conspicuoos a figure in the preceding pages is a 
aativt ef Viiginia. — Tr. 
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me deserve the name and the praise of it — 
«t hoc meminisse semper juvabit ! 

[The residue of the chapter consists of g;eneral 
reflections npon the state of society in Boston, as to 
reflnement, morality and religion. The author then 
draws a parallel between the Bostonians and the im- 
habitants of Algiers, Morocco and Constantinople. In . 
*11 Ihat relates to the learning and the arts of civil- 
ized life he gives a decided preference to the former ; 
but he claims precedence for his Mussulmen brethren 
not only in religion, but in moral principle and that 
rectitude of feeling which prompts one instinctively 
to discriminate between right and i^rong, merit and 
demerit. He also thinks that the people of the last 
mentioned cities are most discerning, thoughtful and 
independent, more in the habit of thinking for them- 
selves, and consequently less exposed to dupery, &c. 
These opinions, the result of our author's intercourse 
Jn this town, and so flattering to our vanity, may 
startle us a little at ftrst, but he fortifies them with 
* variety of curious speculations and allusions, which 
Ae Translator regrets he cannot give in extenso.} 



CHAP. XVII. 



X\% Beij leaves Boston — takes the route through Worcester j 
Hartford^ ^c. to Aew YorL His observations on the 
eountry^ts minerals — Geology — Potany^S peculations 
Upon the formation and antiquity of this continent. 
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APPENDIX. 

Memorial of AH Bey^^c, ifC. coneerning the introductiou 
of lilamism into Americcu* 

T^B eomV^ersi^frof iki» aew world to the 
true failli^ was the sublime project e«aceiv- 
ed by Imaum Ibrahim Mukabedladzi. It 
ba8 Umg been wiiibed m^re thin expected 
by the fiiithfal aad the seriod. If this glori* 
cms pio^pose can ia any d^ree be advanced 
by my feeble etffiMrts^ I shall be happy aad 
blb88ed««4heii shall I gather the firuit of all 
my toils ahd travels altogether~^f the thirst 
and. heat of Africa and Asia^ tod the perils 
et ittie Mediterranean and Atlantic ! 

If taany thrs.pt]|ect seems chim^ical^ 
let hlsft hear ahd judge* And may the 
Prophet of. {HTophets .give him wisdom 'to 
jndgpd^ 

* Sic in MS, — This memorial from some internal 

marks it seems the author intends to dedicate to the 

Qrande ^fnior What is hers published is evidently 

«niy a rough draft, without form or coonexion: — Tr^ 

W 
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Of the contiaeal of Amerkft^ thai pa$ 
called the United StiUes is the most ister^ 
esting and enlightened. Here G^mseqaenAjr 
onght our exertions to begin* Bat wk^ 
part of these States is most favorable ibr 43le 
attempt ? An important q«estio% and dJM* 
cnlt to answer. I can speak from personitl 
knowledge only of this city [Boston] nd 
its immediate neighborhood-HE'i'om whkh 
we must judge fyr the»pipeMilfc0i^*h# Ketildf 
the conntry^ as we measure a %is^ by.« 
segment - : .^.^^ri v j *^ 

It cannot be said that iUs ci^ u fm>^m^ 
posed to a revolutkm ttf ' tk^natetei i^ ^eoi* 
tent of ike one in contempli^onv <^&k lies 
contented and inert in its present darkpnsi. 
Such a mighfy -innovation^ if pfenMUwely 
or iraprovidetttly att^mpted^ wduid Uonbt- 
less alarm and shock the people^ . Ant tiien 
are many drcumfstaBoea in ^^ protant 4itate 
oi this city^ in its character^ manners^ iand 
opitiions^ which taken tpge^r^cMviitco me 
thatiihis is the pomi^o Jiegiua 94 ^*4iml bfffd 
a breach may be made^ and a tenable kfdge- 
ment eflbcted^ which in doe time shall com- 
pel error and misbelief to capitulate^ ^ ■ v 

- The people of this city are sufflbiilntly 
enlightened to appradate our religion^ iOf 
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imt ibmett bi JUtl&dMiit Their «<^ol8 
ftv adoestkin tte imiterdufl^ and tto state iff 
leandiig espial i^' least td tliat of Fez, Al- 
:f^fB, w eTtQ-pwhapi 1o Mecca itself. 
QHiJnre is^ too, ^^IW^yink, a good dispositicvi 
H&mgthm cilii^ns aod liberal feeltngB. 
Thef kaf^e, it is tnie, an esiabtiiAred faith 
^fliid e^klBMihed ]^readheirs of it Thk to 

* Mihe nalii^ wen tm iasapcffable barriff • Bat 
^»lhirfeiMrlroffl4M'hd;etlar^ wfatekl lm«a 
-^cMtearvor^d 4a^lee|,Mei»9 is^ bli a mistidci. 
. l%&i gmlaoa in appealrai^e so f^midabie, 

h ym^^^&UdBA and mirfittoM. Th^teach- 
^ iili ^afc uiiahiJirf dimigrae - about the. aHUHB^r 
ei nisbalkviBs* Aad their qnarrela Im^ 
been so virulent as to create mntiial ednitjf . 

and^ diirtMst. ' One party charges the other 
^i^^ntdeUty, want of s&eal, treachery* Thk 
in^ itB torn aocoMs its adversary of making 
a booli for itself instead of the Book of their 

• religton, ei tyraimy, bigetryy &c« Whether 
-Ihese lu^^tsathms are tme or false, they are 

the cause and consequence of a mighty *-:^ 

wUsni, ihat in snreadkie wider and wider ^ 

mA opening a door to the healthful breeze *^'%^ 

oftruth. ^ 

*Kdr is this eontroversy confined to the 
tiadiers-*-4lie common people engaj^ m it 
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lift 

pmntg aboHt which tlKy dbfratoimrei i#W 

ity*"^ AiidMwetiiiiiighipfop«v^j«im.€Mtor 
.{larfy we bh|^ ni^^.tlkwv^itfa tMhdii- 
vovite dagniM. wittimt wttiprtHiiiiil^^e 
^ectainei of tiho Pwip iie fa :. yit* s-^mi 

Bai thk.w&]ftt6ifo not aD^qfjM)^ 
^ole popidtttkiflu Theiiet idfSf 4nQitttbiilr4ifc. 
.Aaotrngwiiiilwr wte diiMr iiMppM«^«ftMbe 
dkwktiiesof tho gpw<myid 'yniltihi^ g g -Hfr tb e 
BMamBi».adoptBAta «prppori tiwBisiiii|iiMi8> 
Xkat^iiB Bi«M«pMtabrai ol^ tiiaipiMiMciiL- 

* It will ]^e remarked that I bay^ said >f <>4liBKi?f 
the advantao;e of the contemplated cotfv^rsi^ Mrae 
mom ^r daotmiif^o tke faMM tbi» w»M teiMi- 
perfluous, i would oqily observe ^^^^^Q(^iUJ{fJ|^ 
IS as pre-eminent over that of the Chrisuans id simpl^y 
and intangibility as ft it ib.trttfc. ffHa^saMyl-^ 
let him compare the creed establifyi^e4. Iff^^jUyi'Ccai- 
centrated wisdom of Christendom at the council of 
KIce, with that of the Prophet Tfie m mM^ S ^HItB 
thus, '' We b^jie^ve in ooe Gf^ S^hH^j^lWjtMfv 
C/eator of heaven and earth and of a]] thingiLmme 
and invisible; and iii ohe Lord^ Jestis Ae t>n!j?wl] gff i b ti 
Sen of Odd, h^^^n i^^mMhw, Wi»rt.||llij||mij 
God of God, light of light, true God of %Q^W^^ 
Itegotten, not made, consAbstatotial wrthiAeTOni^nft. 
&c. Now hear ours, Bublki^ and tnie^-^ ,t\t'Hi'ti 

L^ illaha iia Ai4J^¥,l— TAi^ft^^p^.bff ^^»^ 
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jmrerio apprehenlt liMtn from bothof tlie M* 

«; iittriddeotiiig eM ^ tbede Mcta tw an ally 

4li<oar pre^i ^ cdnyerdon^ r^ard must t)N& 

ri^ to tiim ekarai^r; prejudices and cim- 

ilieiQ0i&ii / In ^m city ^fiie liberal party i« the 

most nnmerons and resectable. It compre- 

•Jmd^all^tilte wraltti irndfasbion of the town. 

>Tbe LUmrales profess to be nunre enlightcined 

"ImA Ireer feoia prqndice tJuoi tiieir oppo- 

Mtits. Alttongh ibemmoant oi tbis is soon 

coHipBled^ to wit^-T^bat tbey baye kid aside 

. fteir old prejudices fiir new ones Mutt are 

MmMicisbiiniable--**^t'ibis eircmmstance is of 

importance to our purpose. If tbey bave 

been deti^bed from one set of prejudices^ 

:tii^ may be probably from aatrther-^and 

tben witSi due ex^icm the scion of truth and 

IsUmaybm may be en^afted. 

It witmld be worth wMle, perhaps, ta aat- 
certain the trttth oS the cbiMr^ alleged agaii^ 
#is «ect of sbeptiieisttn and #»regard to their 
Book. The int^re^on of this may be, 
^ttMii Ihepr gpoA disposition and research are 
tmclencUng tbe hold of error ai^ prepanng^ 
their minds for iim true &iih. 

liinil be important to s^dy the character 

md. ^piniona of the leadeeaof the two^^ parties 

•»io 
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tM$»4 wei riMliii ciimi0 «£ iHkm ilfm;«f > 
a bold fttpiring tettpwaiaeyit, nd ^ ifh iii iij i fc 
fiingiilMilgr/ b^slto^ Mill irfMnfifM^^^fffitiftd 
mo^^ «i«r^ by vtaitf^ m^mm i«BlfilKl4te» 
tkwtiMt tiuA b{r <lM^ iMtiit of 11 ttitett}. 
wbO'pMMhemeti »ljbcreftMtt4tf entosltMiCi 
they Imiiy b«)Ueve i^^with ai .iiMMEi^^ 

ifiMid will b# weM > imlnafllt«to( fe inr; 
bftAda; and <€ia be'i^Mf aMai^Mk^loMW 
Gftttse if ire fkMer tbeot witfe tbferi^ai^te^ . 
iag^Iie oateiigible leiftdeNra. t^ ift;* .'. 

Upon tke whole if we begin in^tiUn^cjip^: 
tbe Liberales a?o tiie pwfy wiHi^ ifFhrnm^mm- 
nmtit creek alliaoce^ Fo? ibou;^ Uttir D^pv*- 
nents raigfaf be as easily dttpisd^ tli«ir iaim^ 
ence is too ineonsid^raUo awi tbeiv imfeia 
too trnpoptilar to be of amcfa u4t tc^ «iiy 'f «: 

To ensure success it- mH be-Qoecitmy to * 
^e our caose brilUancy mA tohitskm^tim^ 
outset All the aa^lMtfioi of waaUfaf^^tal- 
enls and fksbion Should- be btOisq^ -t#it4i|ir. 
aid. Nothing in tkh ciiy will sopplgMiier 
absence of tb^sei l^e IttiaiHM afidJ^al^sr 
selected ibr the bi^ timst of mmisai^^^im^ 
seeds of truth in Oiis boBlgbted iaad^'iMat 
be men of tafeals, ^dncatiMi and addri^sa^ . 
Tbejsboiiklbo JmAitofl w^aiiab^iagliia. 
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M4«t JMH^f €te scmammL HSmt 
ahfe^inaiiii mmU.&kd MdiflciiUriitftt- 
«Ml>litewki of tiMi.oiigr^, TJm^ mMtpknf 

aigMcL r4kikmdt omittMiidiBS nmmeM^wifii 

ta^ve diBQc^i mA tmi^ fraqutttL the the- 
tdtft^kcmic tetM^MS would be ocgrt<HQ<«f 

Bomiv md ape Jheir tnaiiwN, th« ^totiii 

tli^ yo\gu dajK^led with the noMltjr and 
8plHi4«u: 3'btMf ftU clftsMs .wmld twaUow 
tfaifc MW di^^rioM a»d teste ilia sabring 
dnsghiiaf tnilhv - 

jThoi caboE^yn of tiua. ]poveiiieivt.will lot 
qq^WiiQcvcMtible^.wbra.w% coaaidarthe ia* 
fli^ffiff«aC fwhiott and^haimamiac in wbioh 
opodiiriaAfB haaMk thrbogh tha c^if. If a. 
yMrthfiil' {iraaclmri wiihatit the aid ^l^aalth 
or tlia:aAtt«MMi8 of qovell^ ia daetriM, 
can oai^l^ tha charohaa of tha oldert patton 
aad dvaw the tofvi^ lUNr hiin> woald it ba 
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iHttOmklii tibs^ecfta ^ a mm mk$m^ 
ike pnvev of m trm, 9M^ gUdi»d m^h mp^Mkj 
mtgniftsMOfr wd^^fii^Mip, 4bottl4aim«tRtifi 
m^HqsiUm of 8iidi>a voliMe tnj. fanlwtir 
paopls w.a.imeh yreiltf de^PM? HiHi«^ui 
' X ^fciiftld Bot be^ttn^teni^Mit ito mj$4b§imA 
who mttesd the pr^jMbwg oi. om ^^^gB^km 

^re cofiTwte ii»ff*a*baiMl« B9ir:Is Aosfm^i 
koiUile to assert tkat IdaiMw^ bjfliie^fud 
#f the aici^flG^MiiiiBieats fdroady tten tt ^ pjid y 

-w^d iqweduUely bec#tte the lasfaiM^l^ 
religimitf the cKy, whkb all wb»,'ivish#d 
to be thought geoteel would ado^vMOi he* 
Uev^ or aieci tobwUei^ ^ It w^^^imm 
hecome the crit^ioti'^ good tseaipaojFiiidhl- 
oation aad Uhet ality. . m*-^i;» 

flow Irag it would vequlre to eoviNsrt the 
OhiistiMi teacher^ tibemselires^ wh^m tl^y 
found every avenue to distiiuction^ .aioct^ 
^f the new &ith^ clooed upoii.the«i>;iu»d 
whea fMhioo and interest oonsfihred isifMMi^ 

.Tittoo tdieo^ it is not easy to. detsmrae. 
Allowing them io.be omdid and isMS^g/tiki 

.iKien-*m chwact«r which th^in^BfralM^ 

.tsiii-*<we might e»peet to ottmber the»wi|lli 

MS lyoodilyv 
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■'I >Ai^4di,^dlb0* Mm htOmg^ dwtip^i.owr 

i.b«Miliiiig^Mei»ido€iiines> 110440 fttarm pMJ- 

%»ittg 6ir0fgr8pec|toctf ilHmil'afttnei«f to bear. 

^Mg^dit^ wiU point o«t^wkat8ti^4» paUi^ 

ilM^ii i l ii;, .fa fiifacflrtetti»f.«bo«18.llerdle to 
$te<liM^AiReit. fte wsadsBOMM :att4 ^oM'^tf 
- malig na ;to. Uteit ip»g|»orioy .Wfafiai alltiMi- 
r4»<oftpe4|^ talM^ ltieti^ti|iifiii|iiiialiii%ittpilii 

iMftiMl'tmfMf otyoab i^6ihi oartMobewiof m- 
ttxm thcri amirce wheaee ttt^'OpuMM^aie 
tidraim?-'^-^ mUlerito' in Mai MMica, 
;; . T<i« p«op}^ #<»ipK»»oMtely<fottil ^ tftokF 
>t4ii^A€tifti^<iuv'e6tabltelraifi«it.wo«tfL be»T«i|y' 
'^iafo^v^ if it( did aot hoM oatf (^ka^e^s 

'tll«|ta niasselaiiw €oUi^ be eat«Ui»beA*iii 
flli^^'i^^iMMtaii^/witb^pow^B to ^oofe?4i- 

i^(Ofdt.«0( sw^m 4»,T.iK ii.h.m 4d^*^ 

beneficial^ its members to be Jjgtfrt j yi i a b o d 
by medalsj^ ribbands^ atars^ &c. Fablio 
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•r a.4kmmtse. fl*bk *dMiiettoflr wiNdMiA 

tettd te prodiM?»yddb pq t i iii M i is^tMfeW 

. HftViiig secured tfc* fUgr) -tibr ^«e^ irtiJWt 

-irMM he the uitivewity- ^*lii8 is 4t ^. 

Ati^ inpMteB<»> ftflA fi^M tot ^lOdJlMI 

leasotfter the fomerfaid jdimtf ttiit'^MMtf 

t Motwi, l*hii*, we -miy ^ cal ufli lW ^ j ^ai 

JgmeeiRi wMi eenfldtaeeb INt o l ie lii ei tit 

woiiid attrad ts isto^^tteiieigkbeii^i^fKAaiL 

tty I'tii»<iiot ^prepered td eay, * Wii' <iliMM 

tiwie.etteMater ^He dMfetimt i^e AOi t Bltfrt i fc 

ftordy^ sttteere abd thaeghtHfi^^ e il i^ B A 

wmn attadied to ttieir prejadieea aoid fcAig- 

iofky with less taste fer-^ Umd^MiBM^M 

wealthy and less lilbwtAy tban ii^kt b ii tfa i Bi 

eftke metropelis. It is*doubtftil ni^etfii^ 

we should be able to make any eod^^Mn^^HbN 

ilDi^ressio^ tfpon ibem ^nttl we are'<MM^ 

• enpugh to bring intere$t to our aid. fWlh 

lfci# w* nig^t expect tliat oar efecdSl?i*tt 

work at least as great wonders ^ir^ ^Mf^ 

poli^al creeds wlitii seconded by ^P%adk 

powerfil ally. '^ 
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ti]««|;^ 'Mrifjpi^^ bM oorared for 

Their dissentioiis are not coaAned to ttk 
iqi^i: ' Wk^ ttJ^Mid IJlTMi^ tbe coatitry. 

HMtiffs ms&all eack otimi fmm ike ifu^efls or 
fi^kviMft^^KiQ linie m tbe sha^ of a Triaii^le^ 
9(4iw<H]M»r.iii ihe for !» t>f re^iowa or aeak fek 
Ttmtiiir^rrtf^ Tki state efirritaiioii pro^ 
iblcNi^dl^itliiK wiitfaffe/cm be eMly iau^ioed^ 
AjBud. ,a chaiiKe itol mill rutore barmmy 
iltdmiblA/esaiCiiiisidered a deaideratam bf all 
a^ber< ^iid jfeflectiog apectat<M;«. Bucb a 
cbitpgftjrejbwld offer them. To thoae whm 
are offended with tbefayaticiwi of one j^rtf 
ot{ tbei jtexl^ and aieetattiMi of tbe other, we 
atiMUl offec aig^Ueityy ainc^itjjr, aoleaaitjrt 

tintfc!- ; , - ^...>..> . 
-: A^o^ iaiM»th« idea^^t^e pi^^ iMsaeBi 
SMii im$ seated if we wi^ to arail oarml^ea 
g{ tiif /jr^iigieua ijiterrpgmim pvodaced h^ 
tbe cUsIwg of opiaicHis amoag the Ohrit- 
t^ans* If their altercations or innoTatioiie 
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ii£ 4ki« male of 4*iiigi.. Ofi ^«Mi*Kttll0 

. /iU to the ikdranteges to be dented tem 
i$ank^^imUmMv^f»^ oC th«.i{wMNa 
Oiejrititti Ufefle wedbeMid. .TMr«ii«h^ 
lltituiMiiinUi^ Ia tku dtyy* « ii iiytolV Ri 
tli6 aMa of vMiMitfoaU be ctoMMd i«il 
Bmovatod.. liualead.oC their preeert ' Kitiei w t / 
end deeajred nwaL|«mets tlMit a«e toe iftWe 
of diiomiiBg ligU fiooi Wtoog^ f»e|p44b3Mike^ 
grese ead sordid toet of pfoitt^or 4inptii|^ 
the. people would iiequisea dlBaMOMMMi 
MiAitode of judgveiii woatl^of teiiMft.«w^ 
tiirejiiid tiie trae TClig|ton« -^ '* » 

TiteUeioed iBl«eooeawo«ld'BO<?^«M»^ 
filed to. tlie luglier dasees^ ^^loMrer 
would come m for a large share. The- 
ilHia;peeptoiiMitoad of Jbcaiig e xitodid i ii l 
omr BMoquM as th|gr are Jrom ihe^rtoirnliln 
hgfOhrMiM defioes^ sheild >fca»e my e tiai 
sMMrfiea paid to them^ with pveswiS'tof iM- 
tion to attend our worship, l^his poliej^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



portion of the population, woiiM'^ctfecc 'fo 

fftilstlit^yi^ in «{ii(3e;^it^'4nAli| a^^ a^mv^ 
h^^^tc»^4hkkmim s|><fecSe&U; ^-^' -' - 

female sex. Their condition would undergo 
an entire revolution. No longer the victimg 
of fashion and opinion — ^no longer would a>. 
large proportion, of the sex be doomed toi 
languish iacelibacj and held up to ridicule^ 
for imputed characteristicks.. UndeR ii\^ 
liberal and truly paternal religion of the- 
Froph^, they would all be matrimoniaUy: 
provided for. And thus the introduction o£ 
the true faith would tend, to improve th«^ 
mwals of the city and add largely to. the^ 
eonifini and happiness i^ sodety.. Theses 
effects would be mc^^ conspicuous iii ftke^ 
•oftdition of females of the lower classes.. 
l!^lleee/at least such^ as are unmarried^ are^^ 
llfiTB mostly employjed^ in^ menial oceupaiions^ 
%mi, coB^qnently exposed to every special 
^teo^tation. Hencethe^ wide spread' pros- 
^iiution that deffles this city and this land^ 
9&f purer fSsiith, by bettering liie educatlion 
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•f that susx, ^ffould ^it away ^ foul/dk^rac^ 
from the land. 

. And naw tba^ ^oar puipose may yrogptt 
and sfccMdff pray to God iB^4<^Qpiig¥^t^J^^ 
of the world, giver> of all good ihiDg^i. 5m||pF 
thai a . new W'Orld , may be give«^ 4%|0to 
Prpplptf^ of pn^t09 and ]mm to|wMsp4Mi - 

■■/'it 



.: ; It; 



i } - ! : fu 



* (I*?* '.**»l 


» ? *^'*HrJ^, 




*'\»*.-^ 


' .^'«^^• 


M,.,r i' .^-■i- 


r^puf'-i )r»\: 


/ ■ i ^r-i 





^-„..Coc„e 



i)88 



; • «0VSr£JVT5 OF chapters OMJTTEIk. 

diiJ^M^iU GMIa laktttiy 4mA jiftketB in 

Boston harbour Description of forts 

Independencey Warren and Strong 

Charlestown — Burnt by the British in 
i775t-^Breed!shill — Account of the battle 
upon it — Bi avert/ of the Americans on that 
occasidn^-^Qiiery if their descendants have 
inherited that traitf-^^avyTard — Amer^ 
ican JS'avy — Staie Pri^n. 

CHAP-Vi. 

State of learning in America — In Bpstpnr^^ 
Of the talents of Bostonians^^^jyot cor- 
rectly appreciated, awing to ike exagger- 
ation of friendship — Thei^ eiiucation — 
J\rot tending to liberaiixe the mind — Their 
propensity to follow a dictator — Cawet.of 

this propensity-^-^Early associations 

Habits of deference^^Mental inferiority 
— Their fondness for titles — Cause of this 
fondness. 

CHAP. VII. 

The author attends the Courts of Judicature 
Mode of trying causes — Preferable to that 
of Morocco-^The Judges^^Lawyers-^^ 
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Theilr counterfeited zeal-^^Their homelf 
address and bald eloquence-^Theirtalent^ 
->^ I II directed — Their learning — On the 
decline--'^ Their sttdie^-'-Contraptth^i^ 
and iHtiate the redsontkg powers-^^^^fiS^ju^ 
ry — Itsfunctions-^jyTothing like mn-muB' 
stdman countriei-^S^nehy could it 11(4 6e 
iiitr(am:id»^^^M^ t»i«i«M *^ Aii«^>il€^^ 

ffig£l(jg:y of Bostifii aii^]i^8Zp,eigfih^ — 
*" ^otdny-^^^^ qflhs^ 

8er:pato^ pf^^tis^ • *"^' ^^ "" ' "" '^^ ^ 

CHAP. ra. 

^$ccountofthe Grovemmenf of Massachusetts. 

— Jts pjJUer8^--^bKpsen annual^ Tj^^ 

• '€hkprn^—His eht^au^te^^ — ]fIeU in ^^fc 
•e9timatio1ii^--^Wis heen/dis^ as a, 

$Qldte^r''^^4 author is mtxmUQe^to, him 
-^^^pPnien of" ktmraisejS^ By «i^ iHl^^view 
-^The tegi^hire — H^^ enormo,us number- 
•"-Ite debates — Thj^orv oj^ rej^esent^puk 
^••^^^incifii ofBiifitifn,^ '. , 
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